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Our Mission 
Students of the Kirkwood School District will think critically and creatively, driven by a sense of wonder, connection, and joy. 

 
Our Vision 

Working together, we will ensure all students are prepared for success – now and in the future. 
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Nipher Mission 
Students will think critically and creatively, driven by a sense of wonder, joy, and connection. 

Nipher Knight Vision  
We are compassionate.  We work as a team.  We persevere. 

Nipher Purpose 
The pre-adolescent period is a distinct and crucial period of individual development.  Our educational 
program is designed to develop personally responsible and confident adolescents who will be able to 
identify and cultivate their own unique giftedness.  This allows for opportunities for self-actualization and 
service to their greater community by developing these essential life skills: 
 
1. Master a set of essential skills, knowledge, and understandings that lead to successful integration 

into local, national, and global communities. 

2. Design and utilize research, analyze, and independently solve real-world problems. 

3. Participate in extra-curricular activities and the larger school community. 

4. Develop positive relationships, honor views of others, and advocate for self and others. 

5. Explore and pursue diverse academic, artistic, and technical disciplines. 

6. Set and achieve clear, realistic goals, and pursue personal passions. 

7. Lead a healthy lifestyle based on positive choices.  
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Nipher Middle School 
Dr. Laura Havener, Principal 
Nathan Alwood, Assistant Principal 
Dr. Kelly Dickinson, Assistant Principal 

Nipher Welcome! 

August 2019 
 
Dear Nipher Families: 
 
On behalf of the entire Nipher staff, we welcome you to the 2019-2020 school year!  We are excited to 
begin the school year with you and look forward to a year of learning and growing in exciting and unique 
ways. 
 
Nipher is privileged to work with such an awesome group of students.  As well, we are fortunate and 
thankful for the families and community members who are an essential part of our educational team.  It is 
through these strong partnerships that we can truly empower students to be compassionate, work as a 
team, persevere, and think critically and creatively. 
 
This handbook was created as a quick reference to help answer various questions you may have as we 
progress through the school year.  In this book you will find information about the Kirkwood School 
District, as well as our Nipher learning community. The information in this handbook is listed 
alphabetically to help you find what you are looking for quickly.  We ask that you review and discuss this 
information with your child. 
 
Thank you in advance for your support and continued involvement in the education of our children.  If 
you have any questions or concerns any time throughout the course of the school year, please don’t 
hesitate to call or stop by the office.  We are excited to help you and your children. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Dr. Laura Havener  Nathan Alwood     Dr. Kelly Dickinson   
Principal  Assistant Principal   Assistant Principal 
 

Celebrating 150 Years of Excellence in Education 
 

700 S. Kirkwood Rd.  -  Kirkwood MO  63122  -  Phone: 314.213.6180  -  Fax: 314.213.6178  -  www.kirkwoodschools.org  
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Primary Contacts 
 
Principal: Dr. Laura Havener Grade 7 
Email Dr. Laura Havener   314.213.6100 extension 8 3 0 1 
Assistant Principal:  Nathan Alwood Grade 6 
Email Nathan Allwood  314.213.6100 extension 8 3 0 3 
Assistant Principal: Dr. Kelly Dickinson  Grade 8  
Email Dr. Kelly Dickinson   314.213.6100 extension 8 3 0 3 
School Secretary II: Aimee Moore 314.213.6100 extension 8 3 0 1  
Email Aimee Moore  
School Secretary I: Rachel Walther 314.213.6100 extension 8 3 0 3  
Email Rachel Walther 
 
Counselor Grade 6: Lauren Hearold 314.213.6100 extension 8 0 4 1 
Email Lauren Hearold 
Counselor Grade 7: Carmon Griffin 314.213.6100 extension 8 0 4 0 
Email Carmon Griffin 
Counselor Grade 8: Nelson Taylor 314.213.6100 extension 8 0 4 3  
Email Nelson Taylor 
Educational Support Counselor: Julie Lossos-Snow  
Email Julie Lossos-Snow 314.213.6100 extension 8 0 2 5 
Registrar and Guidance Secretary: 
Stephanie Smith 314.213.6100 extension 8 0 4 2 
Email Stephanie Smith 
Clinic: Meghan Stemmermann  314.213.6100 extension 8 0 3 0 
Email Meghan Stemmermann 
Café: Tina Spears  314.213.6100 extension 8 3 5 0 
Email Tina Spears 

First Student Transit: Local bus service 314.965.6130 
VICC Transportation Office: 314.721.8657 
Missouri Central:  VTS bus service 314.535.7525  
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Nipher Staff 2019-2020 
Internal calls dial the extension.  External calls dial 314.213.6100 and then the extension 

 

Staff Department Title - Content Extension 
Havener, Laura (Dr.) Office – Main Principal 8 3 0 0 
Dickinson, Kelly (Dr.) Office – Main Assistant Principal 8 3 0 2 
Allwood, Nathan Office – Main Assistant Principal 8 2 6 9 
Moore, Aimee Office – Main District Secretary II 8 3 0 1 
Walther, Rachel Office – Main District Secretary I 8 3 0 3 
Attendance Office – Main - Attendance  8 1 2 5 
Direct Line 314.213.6180 Office - All Phones Ring 8 0 0 0 
Smith, Stephanie Guidance – Registrar District Secretary 8 0 4 2 
Hearold, Lauren Guidance – Grade 6 Counselor 8 0 4 1 
Griffin, Carmon Guidance – Grade 7 Counselor 8 0 4 0 
Taylor, Nelson Guidance – Grade 8 Counselor 8 0 4 3 
Ampey, Tonya Guidance – Office  8 0 6 0 
Lossos-Snow, Julie Guidance E S C 8 0 2 5 
Goeke, Patty 6 North – 111 South Math, Science 8 2 6 0 
Banaszak, Mark 6 South – 105 South E L A 8 2 0 8 
Burruss, Lindsay 6 North – 109 South E L A,  Social Studies 8 2 1 1 
Magruder, Jonathan 6 South – 102 South Social Studies 8 2 0 7 
Marino, Sylvia 6 South – 11 South Science 8 2 5 7 
Schowalter, Laura 6 South – 106 South Math 8 2 0 9 
Actis, Luis 6 West – 101 West Math 8 2 3 9 
Cochran, Jessica 6 West – 102 West E L A 8 2 4 0 
Warren, Scott 6 West – 103 West Social Studies 8 2 4 1 
Gaglio, Matt 7 North – 212 North Social Studies 8 2 3 6 
O’Dwyer, Curtis 7 North – 115 South Science 8 2 6 1 
McPheeters, Jenny 7 North – 211 North Math 8 2 3 5 
White, Christy 7 North – 210 North E L A 8 2 3 4 
Adams, Beth 7 South – 114 South Science 8 2 6 2 
Langford, Dan 7 South – 209 North Math 8 2 3 3 
Schendel, Kerry 7 South – 208 North Social Studies 8 2 5 2 
Wolfe, Ken 7 South --  207 North E L A 8 2 3 2 
Bodenschatz, Craig 7 and 8 – 201 South E L A, Social Studies 8 2 4 8 
Hunter, Colleen 7 South – 203 North Social Studies – E L A 8 2 3 0 
Phillips, Maria 7 – 202 North Math 8 2 2 9 
Stoffel, Stephanie 7 and 8 North – 205 South Math 8 2 1 6 
Taysi, Sharon 7 and 8 – 202 North Science 8 2 2 9 
Borman, Florence 8 North – 211 South Social Studies 8 2 6 5 
Brady, Dan 8 North – 213 South Science 8 2 6 7 
Pribish, Ken 8 North – 207 South Math 8 2 1 7 
Sievers, Jennifer 8 North – 208 South E L A 8 2 1 8 
Earnhart, Matt 8 – 205 North Math 8 2 3 1 
Gunn, Brandi 8 South – 203 South E L A 8 2 1 4 
Williams, Anissa 8 South – 212 South Science 8 2 6 6 
Ruedlin, Stephanie 8 South – 210 South Social Studies 8 2 2 0 
Anich, Chris Exploratory – 108 North Speech & Drama 8 2 2 6 
Baker, Eric Exploratory – Library Lab 1 Makerspace 8 2 5 5 
Baker, Eric Exploratory – Library Lab 2 Robotics 8 2 6 8 
Bartz, Chris (Dr.) Exploratory – 214 North Band & Practice Room 8 2 3 7 
Bartz, Chris (Dr.) Exploratory – 213 North Band & Practice Room 8 2 3 8 
Drayton-Conway, Fariga Exploratory – 6 South Orchestra 8 2 0 3 
Gender, Lisa Exploratory – Library Library Media Specialist 8 0 6 1 
Holley, Ellen (Dr.) Exploratory – 1 South Art 8 2 4 5 
Jackson, David Exploratory – 112 North Industrial Tech (Drafting) 8 1 1 2 
Jackson, David Exploratory – 113 North Industrial Tech (Shop) 8 2 2 7 
Johnson, Leslie Exploratory – Library Lab 2 Journalism 8 2 6 8 
Karr, Courtney (Dr.) Exploratory – 206 North French 8 2 5 0 
Kindle, Jeff Exploratory – 110 North Music - Choir 8 1 1 0 
Koehler, Cindy Exploratory – 108 South French 8 2 1 0 
Norris, Margaret Exploratory – 110 South Spanish 8 2 1 2 
Poth, Peggy Exploratory – 111 North Spanish 8 1 1 1 
Wilkinson, Rachael Exploratory German 8 2 4 6 
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Nipher Staff 2019-2020 (Continued) 
Internal calls dial the extension.  External calls dial 314.213.6100 and then the extension 

 

Staff Department Title - Content Extension 
Scimone, Adam Specialist – Library Lab 3 SOAR 8 2 5 4 
Straughn, Sheri Specialist – 101 North Reading 8 2 2 1 
Sullivan, Cyndi Specialist – 102 North Reading - Instructional Coach 8 2 2 2 
Taylor, Nelson Specialist – 200 South Behavior – M S Connections 8 0 4 3 
Tcherkezian, Azniv Specialist – 112 South E L L 8 2 6 4 
Davis, Taneal (Dr.) SSD – Office – Main S S D Administrator 8 2 7 0 
Evans, Lara SSD – 202 South Resource 8 2 1 3 
Freeman, Cindy SSD – 105 North Resource 8 2 2 4 
Goelz, Katie SSD – 101 South Resource 8 2 0 6 
Halamicek, Anna Mae SSD – Office – Main School Psychologist 8 2 7 0 
Laird, Kitty SSD – 100 South Resource 8 0 2 2 
Mayo, Kalen SSD – 105 North Social Worker 8 2 2 4 
McAboy, Greg SSD – 100 South S S D Assistant 8 0 2 2 
Ohmer, Angie SSD – 100 South S S D Assistant 8 0 2 2 
Patt, Melissa SSD – 204 South Resource 8 2 1 5 
Storck, Tim SSD – 205 South Resource 8 2 6 3 
Velez Allison SSD – 204 North Resource 8 2 4 9 
Wolf, Holly SSD – 100 South Resource 8 0 2 2 
McCune, Dan Support – Office – Main S R O  8 0 2 1 
Moore, David Support Head Custodian 8 0 5 0 
Spears, Tina Support Cafeteria Manager 8 3 5 0 
Stemmermann, Meghan Support Nurse 8 0 3 0 
Bielik, Ed Wellness – North Gym Wellness 8 4 7 1 
Bielik, Ed Wellness – 111 North Wellness 8 1 1 1 
DeSchryver, Danni Wellness – South Gym Health and Wellness 8 4 7 0 
DeSchryver, Danni Wellness – 108 South Health and Wellness 8 2 1 0 
Grana, Tony Wellness – 9 South Health and Wellness 8 2 5 9 
Hoell, Jennifer Wellness – 5 South Health and Wellness 8 2 0 2 
Varady, Rob Wellness – 201 North Health 8 2 2 8 
 

Nipher Daily Schedule 2019-20 
Breakfast Program Begins  7:50 a.m. 
Warning Bell 1  7:55 a.m. 
School Begins with Contact  8:00 a.m. 
School Ends  2:55 p.m. 
Busses Leave  3:00 p.m. 
Activity Dismissal Bell  3:55 p.m. 
Activity Bus Leaves  4:00 p.m. 

 
NOTE:  Activity bus available on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays for students qualified for bus 
transportation 

STUDENT ARRIVAL TO SCHOOL 
Supervision for students begins at 7:45 a.m.  Doors will be locked before this time.  Parents should drop 
off their student or students after 7:45 a.m.  Before 7:55 a.m., students must report to the following areas: 
 
1. Grade 6 report to Cafeteria 
2. Grade 7 report to North Gym 
3. Grade 8 report to South Gym 
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FIRST WEEK OF SCHOOL  
1. Thursday, August 15 will observe Friday Schedule 
2. Friday, August 16 will observe Friday Schedule 
 
EARLY DISMISSAL SCHEDULE 
There will be four staff development days resulting in early dismissal.  The dates are: 
 

1. November 8 
2. January 17 
3. May 1 
4. May 21 

 
Half-day early dismissal day end time is 11:25 a.m.  Schedules for early dismissal days will include both 
contact and team time.  On these days lunch will not be served.  Three all-day staff development days 
are scheduled for: Friday, September 20; Friday, February 14; Thursday, April 16.  On these days, there 
will be no school for students.  
 

Nipher Rotation Schedule 2019-20 
By Grade and Day 

 
Grade 6:  Monday and Wednesday 
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:17 a.m. (Announcements); Period 1 runs 8:20 a.m. to 9:50 (Block); Period 3 
runs 9:53 a.m. to 11:17 a.m. (Block); 5 Exploratory runs 11:20 a.m. to 12:02 p.m.; 6 middle school 
rotation runs 12:05 p.m. to 12:40 p.m.; 1st Lunch runs 12:43 p.m. to 1:13 p.m.; 2nd Lunch runs 1:10 p.m. 
to 1:40 p.m.; Period 7 runs 12:43 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. (Block). 
 
Grade 6:  Tuesday and Thursday  
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:17 a.m. (Announcements); Period 2 runs 8:20 a.m. to 9:50 (Block); Period 4 
runs 9:53 a.m. to 11:17 a.m. (Block); 5 Exploratory runs 11:20 a.m. to 12:02 p.m.; 6 middle school 
rotation runs 12:05 p.m. to 12:40 p.m.; 1st Lunch runs 12:43 p.m. to 1:13 p.m.; 2nd Lunch runs 1:10 p.m. 
to 1:40 p.m.; Period 8CE runs 12:43 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. (Block). 
 
Grade 6:  Friday 
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:12 a.m.; Period 1 runs 8:15 a.m. to 8:57 a.m.; Period 2 runs 9:00 a.m. to. 
9:45 a.m.; Period 3 runs 9:48 to 10:32 a.m.; Period 4 runs 10:35 a.m. to 11:20 a.m.; 5 Exploratory runs 
11:23 a.m. to 12:02 p.m.; 6 middle school rotation – 1st lunch 12:05 p.m. to 12:35 p.m., 1st lunch class 
12:38 p.m. to 1:25 p.m.; 2nd lunch class 12:05 p.m. to 12:40, 2nd lunch 12:43 to 1:13 p.m.; Class 7 runs 
1:16 p.m. to 2:02 p.m.; 8 CE runs 2:05 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. 
 
Grade 7:  Monday and Wednesday 
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:17 a.m. (Announcements); Period 1 runs 8:20 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. (Block); 3 
Exploratory runs 9:53 a.m. to 10:35 a.m.; Period 5 runs 10:38 a.m. to 12:40 p.m. (Block); 1st Lunch runs 
11:40 p.m. to 12:10 p.m.; 2nd Lunch runs 12:10 p.m. to 12:40 p.m.; 6 Exploratory runs 12:43 p.m. to 1:22 
p.m.; Period 7 runs 1:25 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. (Block). 
 
Grade 7:  Tuesday and Thursday  
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:17 a.m. (Announcements); Period 2 runs 8:20 a.m. to 9:50 a.m. (Block); 3 
Exploratory runs 9:53 a.m. to 10:35 a.m.; Period 4 runs 10:38 a.m. to 12:40 p.m. (Block); 1st Lunch runs 
11:40 p.m. to 12:10 p.m.; 2nd Lunch runs 12:10 p.m. to 12:40 p.m.; 6 Exploratory runs 12:43 p.m. to 1:22 
p.m.; Period 7 runs 1:25 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. (Block). 
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Grade 7:  Friday 
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:12 a.m.; Period 1 runs 8:15 a.m. to 8:57 a.m.; Period 2 runs 9:00 a.m. to 9:45 
a.m.; Period 3 Exploratory runs 9:48 a.m. to 10:32 a.m.; Lunch runs 10:32 a.m. to 11:02 a.m.; Period 4 
CE runs 11:05 a.m. to 11:50 a.m.; Period 5 runs 11:53 a.m. to 12:37 p.m.; Period 6 Exploratory runs 
12:40 p.m. to 1:25 p.m.; Period 7 runs 1:28 p.m. to 2:10 p.m.; Period 8 runs 2:13 p.m.to 2:55 p.m. 
 
Grade 8:  Monday and Wednesday 
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:17 a.m. (Announcements); Period 1 Exploratory-CE runs 8:20 a.m. to 9:02 
a.m.; Period 3 runs 9:05 a.m. to 10:35 a.m. (Block); Period 5 runs 10:38 a.m. to 12:37 p.m. (Block); 1st 
Lunch runs 10:35 a.m. to 11:05 a.m.; 2nd Lunch runs 11:05 am. to 11:35 a.m.; Period 7 runs 12:40 p.m. 
to 2:07 p.m. (Block); Period 8 Exploratory runs 2:10 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. 
 
Grade 8:  Tuesday and Thursday  
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:17 a.m. (Announcements); Period 1 Exploratory-CE runs 8:20 a.m. to 9:02 
a.m.; Period 2 runs 9:05 a.m. to 10:35 a.m. (Block); Period 4 runs 10:38 a.m. to 12:37 p.m. (Block); 1st 
Lunch runs 10:35 a.m. to 11:05 a.m.; 2nd Lunch runs 11:05 am. to 11:35 a.m.; Period 6 runs 12:40 p.m. 
to 2:07 p.m. (Block); Period 8 Exploratory runs 2:10 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. 
 
Grade 8:  Friday 
Contact runs 8:00 a.m. to 8:12 a.m.; Period 1 Exploratory-CE runs 8:15 a.m. to 8:57 a.m.; Period 2 runs 
9:00 a.m. to 9:45 a.m.; Period 3 runs 9:48 a.m. to 10:32 a.m.; Period 4 runs 10:35 a.m. to 11:20 a.m.; 1st 
Lunch runs 11:20 a.m. to 11:50 a.m.; Period 5 runs 11:53 a.m. to 12:37 p.m.; Period 6 runs 12:40 p.m. to 
1:25 p.m.; Period 7 runs 1:28 p.m. to 2:10 p.m.; Period 8 Exploratory runs 2:13 p.m. to 2:55 p.m. 
 
 

Nipher School Calendar  
2019-2020 

 
AUGUST 
August 12:  Grade 6 Schedule Pick Up and Picture Day, 8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 
August 12: Grades 7 and 8 Schedule Pick Up and Picture Day, 11:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
August 15: First day of school (Hours: 8:00 a.m. to 2:55 p.m.) 
August 21: Grade 6 Curriculum Night, 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
August 28: Grades 7 and 8 Curriculum Night, 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
August 29: Picture Make-Up Day (for staff and students who missed August 6)  
 
SEPTEMBER 
September 2: District Closed - Labor Day  
September 3: First Day of After-School Activities 
September 4: PTO Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
September 14: Greentree Parade (festival is September 13 thru September 15) 
September 20: No School – Staff Development Day 
 
OCTOBER 
October 3: KHS Night for Grades 7 and 8, 6:30 p.m. at KHS 
October 5: Nipher Trivia Night at 7:00 p.m. (doors open at 6:15 p.m.) 
October 7 - 10: Grade 6 Camp 
October 10: Nipher vs. North Middle Wrestling at KHS, 6:00 p.m. 
October 11: End of First Quarter  
October 14: School Closed – Parent-Conferences at 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  
October 15: School Closed – Records Day 
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October 16:   Parent-Teacher Conferences 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.  (No after-school activities) 
October 18: Picture Retake Day 
October 23: Nipher Orchestra Concert, 6:30 p.m. at KHS in Keating Theatre 
October 30: Grade 7 Hearing Screening 
 
NOVEMBER 
November 6: PTO Meeting at 4:30 p.m. 
November 8: Early Dismissal at 11:25 p.m. 
November 21: Fall Play at 7:00 p.m. at Nipher 
November 22: Fall Play at 7:00 p.m. at Nipher  
November 26: Turkey Trot (No after-school activities) 
November 27: No School  
November 28-29: District Closed - Thanksgiving Recess  
 
DECEMBER 
December 6: Nipher vs. North Volleyball at Nipher at 3:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.  
December 9: Bandemonium at 6:30 p.m. at KHS 
December 12: Nipher Vocal Concert at KHS (Nipher grades 7 and 8 join KHS), 6:30 p.m. 
December 16: No after-school activities the last week of the semester (December 17 thru 19) 
December 18: Nipher Band Concert at 6:30 p.m. KHS 
December 11: Elementary Music Open House at 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
December 14: Elementary Music Open House at 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. 
December 20: End of First Semester no after-school activities 
December 23 –  
    January 2: District Closed – Winter Recess 
 
JANUARY 
January 1 & 2: District Closed – Winter Recess  
January 3: School Closed – Records Day 
January 6: School Resumes 
January 8:  Grade 8 Parent Coffee at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
January 17: Early Dismissal at 11:25 p.m. – Staff Development Day 
January 20: District Closed - Martin Luther King Day 
January 22: Grades 6 and 7 Parent Coffee Meetings at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (scheduling information) 
 
FEBRUARY 
February 2: PTO Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
February 5: Parent-Teacher Conferences at 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (No after-school activities) 
February 13: Parent-Teacher Conferences at 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. (No after-school activities) 
February 13: BACC Academic Achievement Celebration at 9:30 a.m.   
February 14: No School  – Staff Development Day 
February 17:   District Closed - Presidents’ Day 
February 19: Grade 5 Parent Meeting at 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
February 25: Nipher vs. North Grade 8 Boys Basketball at NKMS at 3:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
February 26: Nipher vs. North Grade 8 Girls Basketball at NKMS at 3:15 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
February 26: Festival of Strings at 7:30 p.m. at KHS 
February 27: Festival of Bands at 7:30 p.m. at KHS 
 
MARCH 
March 4: VIP Breakfast at 7:30 a.m. 
March 5: Nipher School Musical at 7:00 p.m. 
March 6:    End of Third Quarter 
March 6: Nipher School Musical at 7:00 p.m. 
March 16 thru 
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    20:  District Closed - Spring Recess March 16 thru 20 
March 23:  No School   
March 24:  School to Resume 
 
APRIL 
April 2:  STEAMFest Project Drop Off at Kirkwood High Science Building at 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
April 3:  STEAMFest Project Drop Off at Kirkwood High Science Building at 4:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
April 4:  STEAMFest Fair at Kirkwood High Science Building at 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
April 8: PTO Meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
April 7:  School Board Election 
April 16:    No School – Staff Development Day 
April 17:    No School – Parent/Teacher Conferences 
April 22: Nipher vs. North Track Meet at KHS 
April 22: Night of Percussion at 7:00 p.m. in Keating Theater at KHS 
April 37: Nipher Orchestra Concert at 6:30 p.m. at KHS Keating Center 
 
MAY 
May 1:   Early Dismissal at 11:25 a.m. – Staff Development Day 
May 1: Grade 8 photo  
May 7: Last Day for After-School Activities 
May 8: Grade 8 Dance, 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
May 13: Nipher Band Concert at 7:00 p.m. at KHS 
May 14: Movin’ On Up Day 
May 14:  Grade 8 Celebration at 6:30 p.m. in David Holley Assembly Hall at KHS 
May 20: Grade 8 Six Flags Trip 
May 21: Early dismissal at 11:25 a.m. - Last Day of School 
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2019-2020 School District Calendar 
 
 
August 1 – 2 &  
    August 5 - 7 New Teacher Workshop 
August 8 District Opening Day Workshop 
August 9, 12, 13 Teacher Work Days 
August 15 First Day of School For Students 
September 2 Labor Day Holiday – District Closed 
September 20 Staff Development Day – No School for Students 
October 11 End of First Quarter 
October 14 Records Day – No School for Students 
October 15 Parent - Teacher Conferences – No School For Students 
November 8 Staff Development Day – Early Dismissal 
November 27 No School for Students 
November 28 - 29 Thanksgiving Recess – District Closed 
December 20 End of First Semester 
December 23 
   Thru January 2 Winter Recess – District Closed 
January 3 Records Day – No School For Students 
January 6 School Resumes 
January 17 Staff Development Day – Early Dismissal 
January 20 Martin Luther King Day – District Closed 
February 14 Staff Development Day – No School for Students 
February 17 Presidents Day – District Closed 
March 6 End of Third Quarter 
March 16 - 20 Spring Recess – District Closed 
March 23 No School For Students 
March 24 School Resumes 
April 7 School Board Election 
April 16 Staff Development Day – Early Dismissal 
April 17 Parent - Teacher Conferences – No School For Students 
May 1 Staff Development Day – Early Dismissal 
May 21 Last Day of School for Students – Early Dismissal 
May 22 Teacher Work Day 
May 25 Memorial Day – District Closed 
 
Calendar dates are subject to change.  Please check Nipher's school home page.  Schools may conduct 
conferences on additional days and or during evening hours. 
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The ABC’s of Nipher 
A 

ASSEMBLIES 
Assemblies will be held at various times throughout the school year. The purpose of assemblies is to give 
students an opportunity to perform as well as see the talents of their peers. Some assemblies will feature 
groups from outside our school. Appropriate behavior is expected. Student attendance at assemblies is 
viewed as a privilege. 
 
ATTENDANCE 
 
Early Dismissal: 
If it is necessary to be excused early from school, a student must bring a note signed by a parent or legal 
guardian to the main office before school. An early dismissal pass will be given. All students must sign 
out at the office when leaving the building. 
 
Excessive Absences: 
As a school we realize that some absences are unavoidable. It becomes very difficult for a child to master a 
subject and to succeed in school when they are excessively absent. Missouri law mandates that we report 
excessive absences to the Family Court. Communication between school and home is very important for the 
success of our students. The following procedures are in place in order to assist in providing each child with the 
best opportunity to be successful: 
 
When a child has exceeded five absences for any reason during a given quarter, a letter will be sent 
home making families aware of the exact number of days the child has been absent from school. At this 
time, the school’s Educational Support Counselor, Craig Walseth (phone: 314.213.6100 extension 7 0 4 
5), will become involved with the family.  
 
If the student continues to have excessive absences, the assistant principal’s office will contact a parent 
or guardian via telephone. At this time, a meeting with the team teachers, administrator, and parents may 
be necessary. The assistant principal’s office may request a doctor’s note for absences due to medical 
reasons.  
 
If the student’s attendance does not improve, or exceeds ten days, the school may be obligated to file a 
report on the child with either the city or County Juvenile Court.  
 
Pre-Arranged Absence Request: 
Any student, who wants to accompany his or her parents on a trip or miss school for multiple days, must 
get an extended absence form from the office one week in advance of the departure date. The form 
should be signed by the student's parents or legal guardians and teachers. After all teachers have signed 
the form, the student is asked to turn it into the attendance secretary in the main office. IT IS THE 
STUDENT'S RESPONSIBILITY TO COMPLETE ANY ASSIGNMENTS MISSED DUE TO AN 
ABSENCE. 
 
Reporting an Illness or Absence: 
If a student is ill, parents are asked to call the main office at 314.213.6100 extension 8 1 2 5 before 9:30 
a.m. When a phone call is not possible, the student should bring a note signed by a parent or guardian, 
explaining the absence, the first day he or she returns. In order for a student to be excused, a parent or 



 15 

guardian must call or write a note. Any student who has been ill should not return to school until his or 
her temperature and or other symptoms have subsided for 24 hours. Students must be at school to 
attend any after-school activity or ceremony. 
 
Tardiness to Class During Day: 
Students are expected to be in all their classes on time. Teachers and staff sending students late to 
their next class should provide the students with a pass. Students who are late to class without a pass 
will be admitted to class and counted as tardy. 
 
Consequences (per quarter): 
1. Offense 1 through 3: Teacher discretion (may include a detention). 
2. Offenses 4 through 5: A detention will be assigned by the teacher and will be served in the ISS (in-

school-suspension) room from 3:00 p.m. to 3:55 p.m. on Tuesday, Wednesday, or Thursday. The 
teacher will call home for any detention assigned. 

3. Additional Offenses: Referral written to administrators; a phone call to parent, detentions, and or ISS. 
 
Tardiness to School: 
All students are to be in their assigned classrooms ready to work by 8:00 a.m. Any student who is at 
school but not present in the classroom at this time is tardy (see tardiness to class during school day).  If 
the student arrives to school after the 8:00 a.m. bell, he or she must sign in at the main office and receive 
an admittance slip to class. When a student is tardy to school five or more times in a quarter, he or she 
will conference with an administrator.  Disciplinary consequences may be assigned, depending on 
circumstances.  
 
AWARDS 
 
Gold N Award: 
This scholastic award is given to all Nipher grade 8 students who have earned an average rubric score of 
3.4 or above.  This score is calculated after the 3rd quarter of grade 8. 
 
Student Spotlight 
Each semester, staff members will choose a student to recognize for academic achievement and or 
following the Nipher Knight Vision. 
 

B 
BEHAVIORAL EXPECTATIONS 
The Nipher Middle School Positive Behavior Support and Intervention Plan is designed to help create a 
climate of academic excellence, respect, and safety for all students at Nipher. This plan is based on 
seven guiding principles. We believe these principles will help create an optimal learning environment for 
the students and staff at Nipher Middle School. 
 
The seven principles of PBIS are: 
 
1. Clear expectations for student behavior 
2. Clear and consistent strategies for teaching appropriate behavior 
3. Clear and consistent strategies for encouraging appropriate behavior 
4. Clear and consistent strategies that discourage inappropriate behavior 
5. A support system for students with exceptional needs 
6. Strategies for communicating the behavior plan to teachers, students, and parents 
7. Methods for evaluating and revising the plan 
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All students are expected to comply with all school and classroom expectations.  Failure to comply could 
lead to disciplinary action.  School rules apply in the school building, on the school grounds, at 
recognized school functions, and on the way to and from school. 
 
Behaviors That Affect Learning: 
Behaviors that affect learning are three standards that Kirkwood middle school teachers have identified 
as those impacting learning in all content areas and deserving of feedback on our standards-based 
report card.  The behaviors that affect learning are: 
 
Behavior #1: Character, Compassion, and Respect 
1. Student treats others with kindness 
2. Student volunteers to help others 
3. Student seeks to understand other perspectives 
4. Student contributes appropriately 
 
Behavior #2: Learning and Perseverance  
1. Student submits quality work on time 
2. Student responds well to feedback and uses it to improve 
3. Student arrives prepared for class 
4. Student accepts challenging work and strives to learn from it 
5. Student demonstrates effort through the revision process 
 
Behavior #3: Teamwork and Relationships 
1. Student makes an effort to build connections 
2. Student listens to others’ ideas and praises others’ contributions 
3. Student contributes appropriately during lessons and or activities 
 
BUS EXPECTATIONS 
Some bus basics include: 

1. Only students who live 1.5 miles or more away from school or in an area that is designated a 
hazardous route qualify for free transportation to and from school.   

2. Students who do not qualify for bus transportation are NOT permitted to ride the bus to a friend’s 
house.   

3. Any student who misses the bus should come to the office and a call will be made to the parent to 
arrange transportation home.   

Nipher Middle School supports bus safety and wishes to assist students as they make positive choices 
before and after school. It is our opinion that time spent in transit should be viewed as an extension of 
the school day and we try to support children and drivers in their safe transportation. In accordance with 
this belief, it is important that students face logical consequences for inappropriate choices made while 
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riding the bus.  Students who make poor choices deserve the opportunity to learn from their mistakes, 
but it is our responsibility to ensure safe transportation for all students. 
Students who receive referrals for bus behavior will typically face the following consequences: 
 
1st referral (Strike One) 
Situation is discussed with the student and parent is contacted. 
2nd referral (Strike Two) 
Situation is discussed with the student and parent is contacted. The student will spend recess time 
thinking through a plan to ensure appropriate bus behavior and may receive an assigned seat near the 
driver.  
3rd referral (Strike Three) 
Situation is discussed with the student and parent is contacted. The student may receive a one- to five-
day suspension from riding the bus. The parent or guardian will be responsible for student transportation 
to and from school during this suspension period. 
 
Please note: Serious bus behaviors may result in additional consequences at school. For example, if a 
student is fighting on the bus, a disciplinary action may be prescribed in accordance with the Student 
Discipline (located under JG-R1 of school district policies). 
 
 

C 
CLIMBING WALL 
Throughout your child’s three years at Nipher, he or she will participate in wall climbing activities. Your 
child may be climbing during Physical Education and Fitness classes or as part of the intramural 
program. Indoor rock climbing is one of the fastest growing activities today. It simultaneously develops 
coordination, strength, flexibility, and cardiovascular fitness. Additionally, important life skills like problem 
solving, team building, goal setting, perseverance, inner confidence, and patience will be learned from 
various climbing activities.  
 
At Nipher Middle School, we are climbing on a 20-foot by 20-foot vertical wall and 20-foot by 10-foot 
traverse wall. When climbing vertically, students will learn the proper techniques and safety precautions 
involved in belaying one another. When climbing horizontally, on the traverse wall, students will challenge 
themselves as they find new routes and gain confidence.  
 
In order for your child to be an active participant, review the Dress Standards, Rules and Expectations, 
and Permission to Participate that follow.  Then, sign the permission line on the signature page in the 
summer mailing.  Without a signed permission form, your child may not be an active participant in 
climbing. 
 
Dress Standards: 
1. All climbers should wear loose fitting, comfortable clothing that will allow for ease of movement and 

adequate ventilation. 
2. All jewelry including rings, necklaces, bracelets, watches, etc. should be removed prior to climbing. 

This safety precaution is non-negotiable. (Students are responsible for the safekeeping of any 
personal possessions). 

3. Shoes, such as tennis shoes with a sticky rubber base, are essential to successful climbing. Climbers 
should avoid shoes that have a hard rubber base or higher heel. Shoelaces must be tied tightly during 
all climbing activities. 

4. Climbers will lose all climbing privileges for any unsafe or inappropriate behavior for the remainder of 
the school year. 
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Rules and Expectations: 
1. Any use of the climbing wall must be approved in advance and supervised by at least one qualified 

climbing wall instructor. 
2. Student climbers will experience “challenge by choice.” Participants will be asked to attempt no more 

than they “choose” to do. 
3. All climbers must have a “spotter” who has been taught and has demonstrated the skills of safe 

“spotting” and belaying when climbing. 
4. All climbing wall participants must have a signed permission form.  (Climbers under 18 are required to 

have their parent’s or guardian’s signature on the form). This form must be on file or presented at the 
time of climbing. No exceptions will be made to this rule! 

5. Climbers are prohibited from walking underneath a climber while he or she is on the wall. 
6. Climbers are prohibited from climbing above the three-foot safety line on the traverse portion of the 

wall. 
7. Shoes must be worn at all times. Shoelaces must be securely tied during all climbing activities. 
 
Permission to Participate: 
My child and I have read and reviewed the climbing wall safety rules and expectations together.  We 
understand that climbing involves some risk of injury and have stressed the importance of following the 
safety rules and expectations.  My child has no physical or psychological problems that would prohibit 
my child’s participation in the climbing wall activities or inhibit my child’s ability to understand or follow 
the rules and expectations. 
 
I understand that although Nipher Middle School has taken precautions to provide proper use and 
supervision, there are certain dangers inherent in the activity and it is impossible to guarantee safety.  
Knowing all of this, I understand that my signature on the signature page in the summer mailing gives 
my child permission to participate in the climbing wall activities at Nipher Middle School and I waive any 
claim which may arise against Nipher Middle School, Kirkwood School District R-7, and or its 
employees, agents, and administrators and Board of Education.  I understand that my signature on the 
signature page in the summer mailing gives my child permission to participate in the climbing wall 
activities at Nipher Middle School. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN HOME AND SCHOOL 
 
The Kirkwood School District strives to provide the best technology and communication paths between 
our students, teachers, families and the District.  The following is a list of platforms we are using in the 
2019-20 school year to improve communication and student learning. 
 
The KSD App organizes all communication resources in one convenient location.  The App provides 
calendars of school and district events, staff contact information, links to communication tools listed 
here, and media streaming from Facebook and Twitter.  Download the KSD App from the Apple 
Store or the Google Play Store. 
 

 Schoology – (skoo-luh-jee) Learning Management System 
Schoology allows our students, teachers, and families to connect with each other using a secure 
platform.  As part of our effort to streamline communication for families, Schoology will be the go-to 
source for learning.  Schoology allows users to create, manage, and share resources.  It replaces 
eBackpack. 
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 Infinite Campus – Student Information System 
Our middle schools and high school use Infinite Campus for online grade reports. 
 

 KSD Mass Notification System 
The District and schools may utilize auto calls, emails, text messages, e-newsletters, and mailed 
postcards to communicate with families and the community. 
 

 KSD Website – School and District Information (www.kirkwoodschools.org) 
Visit the KSD website for calendars of school and district events, general school and district information, 
cancellation information, emergency information, student handbooks, family resources, staff contact 
information, Board policies and protocols, school district boundaries and maps, etc. 
 

 PeachJar – Flyer Distribution 
This is an electronic flyer communication and a delivery tool.   It allows schools and community 
organizations to save paper and reduce copy costs by thousands of dollars.  It also reduces the number 
of flyers sent home in students’ backpacks.  All flyers from community organizations will be posted on 
your school website and sent directly to your email.  To view school-approved flyers, simply click the 
PeachJar button on your school’s website homepage. 
 
To ensure smooth delivery of this communication, add school@peachjar.com (or your district’s selected 
“from email address”) to your email contacts.  When you receive your first e-flyer be sure to check 
“always display images”. 
 
This system is used exclusively for distribution of school-approved flyers.  Your email address will not 
be shared or used for any other purpose.  You may also unsubscribe from PeachJar emails.  
Unsubscribing means you may miss out on important information about school events and opportunities 
for your child. 
 

    Social Media – Twitter and Facebook 
Social media is used for sharing information about school and district events, community activities, and 
schedule and time changes.  Social media may also be used as a communication tool in a crisis 
situation, because posts appear immediately.  The district Facebook page is 
www.facebook.com/kirkwoodschooldistrict.    Follow us on twitter@kwoodschools.  
 
For more information, please contact KSD Community Relations and Development at 
news@kirkwoodschools.org. 
 
CONTACT 
Contact is a class that is held every day.  It serves as an advisory period for all students.  Contact classes 
are smaller in size and are designed to foster intellectual, social, emotional, and ethical development for 
students in the middle grades.  In Contact students will participate in character education lessons, 
teambuilding activities, and class meetings that address topics such as bullying prevention, conflict 
mediation, and responsible citizenship. The goal of Contact is to provide each student with the 
opportunity to develop a trusting relationship with the Contact teacher and a sense of community among 
Contact classmates. 
  



 20 

COPYRIGHT 
What do students need to know to protect themselves from copyright violations? 
 
Did you know? 
1. Computer software violations are a felony. 
2. Compiling video clips from several different videos is a violation of copyright guidelines. 
3. Information found on the Internet is copyrighted unless accompanied by a message explicitly 

permitting duplication. 
 
Steps to Take to Copyright Compliance 
1. Plan projects in advance of the deadline allowing time to request permission from copyright 

holders. Ask your teacher or library media specialist for a sample letter requesting permission from 
the copyright holder. 

2. Do not assume you may use any and all material without asking for permission. 
3. There are guidelines for print, audiovisual, video, multimedia, music, and others. Students are 

permitted to use limited amounts of material without permission.  
 
COUNSELING SERVICES 
Nipher Middle School is staffed with three school counselors.  A counselor is assigned to each grade and 
meets weekly with the team faculty members. Counselors help all students in their academic and social 
development, while providing important information to students, parents, and teachers regarding early 
adolescence. The counselors help teachers plan special activities in the classroom, lead discussion 
groups, give tests, and explain test results to parents and or students. They are also available to assist 
students with any problems or questions they may have. Students may stop at the counseling office 
before school, after school, between classes, or during class with teacher permission. 
 

Ms. Lauren Hearold:  Grade 6 Counselor (extension 8 0 4 1) 

Mrs. Carmon Griffin:  Grade 7 Counselor (extension 8 0 4 0) 

Mr. Nelson Taylor:  Grade 8 Counselor (extension 8 0 4 3) 

Mrs. Stephanie Smith:  Registrar and Guidance Secretary (extension 8 0 4 2) 

Main Office:  314.213.6180 

Educational Support Counselor Services: 
An Educational Support Counselor (ESC) supports our school’s Guidance Department. The ESC’s role is 
to assist the school counselor in providing emotional and behavioral support to students. The ESC is a 
Licensed Professional Counselor provided through a partnership between the Kirkwood School District 
and the BJC Behavioral Health Services. Services include anger management training, social skills 
education, small group facilitation, one-on-one therapeutic support, resource referral, and case 
management. ESC services are designed to be short-term support interventions; however, if on-going 
services or additional resources are recommended, you will be contacted.  
 
Should a student, parent, teacher, staff member or administrator identify a significant concern about a 
student’s emotional status, please follow these procedures: 
 
1. Contact the school counselor to assess the need for an ESC referral. 
2. The school counselor will determine if the need warrants more significant intervention. 
3. The school counselor will initiate referral to the ESC. 
 
The ESC will maintain an active caseload that will be shared with the administrator and counselor on a 
regular basis. The administration will be notified of all referrals made to the ESC program. 
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School Social Workers: 
School Social Workers are trained mental health professionals who work within the school setting to 
strengthen the social and emotional wellbeing of all students in order to enhance academic and personal 
goals. 
 
Specialized services provided by the school social workers include: 

1. Brief student counseling 
2. Crisis intervention 
3. Home visits 
4. Parent education 
5. Case management 
6. Information and referral 
7. Collaboration with other school professionals 
8. Collaboration with community agencies and organizations 
9. Advocacy for students and parents 

 
CURRICULUM 
 
Core:  
Our core curriculum provides students with the skills and concepts they need to be successful in every 
content area. The core curriculum includes English language arts (ELA), social studies, mathematics, and 
science. All students participate in this core program. 
 
Core curriculum teachers (team teachers) meet twice weekly in team planning sessions and can 
use this time for individual parent and student conferences. 
 
Exploratory and Wellness Programs: 
Exploratory activities provide an opportunity for students to investigate a variety of activities in the 
aesthetic arts, practical arts, and modern languages. The sequence involves experiences in these areas 
with the eventual opportunity for some student selection of electives. The Wellness program is a combined 
curricular offering of health, physical education, and fitness. 
 

D 
DISCIPLINE 
 
Detentions: 
Generally, detentions are assignments to supervised study areas before school, during lunchtime, or after 
school hours. A detention may range from 15 minutes to an hour at the discretion of school officials. The 
student is responsible for making alternative transportation arrangements. For after-school detentions, 
eligible students will be allowed to ride the 3:55 p.m. activity bus. Failure to report will result in further 
disciplinary action. 
 
In-School Suspension (ISS): 
Students assigned to ISS will abide by the established guidelines and must complete assignments given 
by teachers. The program is designed to aid students in developing controlled behavior and to promote 
advancement within the school program.  Additionally, Nipher Middle School participates in restorative 
practices to problem solve and ease the student transition back into the classroom.  Violations of ISS rules will 
result in an out-of-school suspension. Students may not participate in after-school activities on the 
days they are assigned to ISS.  
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Out-Of-School Suspension (OSS): 
Students may be suspended from school for serious or chronic infractions. Suspensions of up to ten days 
may be assigned by the principal or assistant principal. Recommendations for suspensions of over ten 
days or expulsion will require a hearing with the superintendent or assistant superintendent. During the 
time of a suspension, the student is not permitted on any Kirkwood School District property. 
 
DRESS STANDARDS – CLOTHING 
The Board of Education has established the following policy on dress and grooming. "The Board of 
Education of the Kirkwood School District R-7 takes the position that the appropriate and acceptable 
appearance of students is the basic responsibility of the home. However, administrative restrictions 
applicable to the school day may be imposed with regard to a student's hair style, appearance, grooming, 
or attire when such dress and grooming creates possible danger to health and safety, causes interference 
with work, creates classroom or school distractions, or results in undue maintenance problems. Any 
student violation of such administrative restrictions will be subject to disciplinary action." Students are 
expected to dress appropriately so as not to disrupt the education process. Clothing with chains, violent 
symbols, alcohol logos or drug-related pictures are not permitted. Any suggestive clothing (tube-tops with 
thin straps, shorts above the mid-thigh or exposed midriff) is not acceptable. Pants are to be worn at the 
waist with no undergarments showing.  
 
While Hats and Hoods are approved in the hallways, teacher discretion will be used in the classrooms.   
 

E 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES (cell phones, PDAs, iPods, iPads, etc.) 
These are personal devices such as phones, iPods, electronic games, laser pens, etc.  Personal 
electronic devices that are brought to school must remain turned off and locked in the student’s locker 
during the school day from 8:00 a.m. to 2:55 p.m.  Students who choose to bring these items to school 
are doing so at their own risk.  Nipher will not be responsible for the loss of these items.  Electronic 
devices not locked in lockers will be confiscated and may be picked up from the office at the end of the 
school day.  
 
Consequences for confiscated items are as follows: 
  
1. First offense:  Warning 
2. Offenses two through five:  Detention 
3. Additional offenses:  Referral to Administrator; more severe consequences may be assigned 
 

F 
FIELD TRIPS 
When students leave the Nipher campus for field trips, appropriate behavior (following the Knight Vision) 
is expected. If a student is displaying behavior concerns prior to a field trip, he or she may be restricted 
from attending the field trip. Students may not attend a field trip if, during that quarter, they had two 
discipline referrals resulting in ISS or one incident resulting in OSS. For example, if an 8th grade student 
receives OSS during the 4th quarter of the school year, they may not participate in the Six Flags school 
trip in May. 
 
Visit the district website for complete details on serving as a district volunteer or chaperone.  
 
FOOD SERVICE   
Chartwells School Dining Services manages the food service department at Kirkwood School District and 
follows the USDA regulations for school food service. Following is an overview of what your student can 
expect to see in their school cafeteria. 
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Parents and Lunch 
We invite you to eat with your child in the cafeteria.  If you want to order a school lunch for yourself, 
please inform the office by 9 a.m.  If you choose to bring in lunch from an outside vendor, please only 
plan to bring lunch for you and your child.  Concerns have been expressed from parents, teachers, and 
students regarding hurt feelings when students are asked to bring a friend, but others are not included.  
We appreciate your cooperation in helping make our dining experience stress free! 
 
Premium Meal Option 
At the high school we will continue to offer premium meal options in the café! Premium meal 
options will provide the students more variety and flavors using whole muscle meats and fresh seasonal 
sides such as watermelon, pineapple, and specialty salads. Students eligible for free and reduced meals 
can select a premium meal at no additional cost. The premium meal pricing is reflected with the Tier 1 
and Tier 2 Lunch options.  The positive student feedback at KHS with our premium options has 
encouraged us to offer tier pricing at the middle schools starting with this 2019-20 school year! 
 
Fruits and Vegetables 
A large variety of nutrient-dense vegetables, including dark green, red-orange, starchy and legumes and 
fresh, frozen, and canned fruits will be offered.  Students are required to take one half-cup of fruit or 
vegetable for their meal to be considered a full meal.   Colorful fruits and vegetables provide essential 
vitamins and minerals important for growth and development during childhood. Garden bars are offered 
at all schools. Local produce is included during our harvest season. 
 
Grains and Proteins 
Menus will offer specific amounts of whole grains and proteins. This is intended to make sure students 
are receiving age-appropriate, nutritionally-adequate meals that provide the right amount of energy from 
healthful food sources. Everything we offer contains at least 50% of whole grains (items like whole grain 
pizza crust, rolls, muffins, pancakes, waffles and low-sugar cereal.)  
 
Lower Sodium 
We will continue to work with food manufacturers to lower sodium in products. Chartwells chefs and 
registered dietitians have modified and developed creative new recipes using non-salt seasonings, herbs 
and tasty fresh foods.  
 
Reduced Fats 
Unhealthy fats such as saturated and trans fat can lead to heart disease and high cholesterol, as well as 
other chronic diseases. Only food products and ingredients that contain zero grams of trans fat per 
serving will be offered. No foods are fried. 
 
Menus by Age Groups and Nutritional Information  
Grade groups for menu planning are aimed at ensuring students receive age-appropriate portions and 
nutrients. Calorie requirements are aligned with these grade groups.  Menus are available online at 
http://kirkwoodschools.nutrislice.com/  The online menu is interactive and allows you to filter out menu 
items containing the eight most common food allergens and provides nutritional information including 
carb counts. Download the Nutrislice App to check the menu from your mobile device!  
 
Meal Price Increase for 2019-20 
Food prices have risen dramatically and may continue to do so over the next several years partly due to 
increasing transportation costs and the continued rollout of the new meal legislative requirements.  Meal 
prices are determined by Kirkwood School District leadership and attempt to balance the food service 
budget in order to break even and to comply with USDA meal pricing requirements.  
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2019-2020 School Year Meal Prices: 
 
Elementary Breakfast:   $2.30 Elementary Lunch:   $3.05 
 
Secondary Breakfast:  $2.30 Secondary Lunch:   $3.20 
Secondary Tier 1 Lunch:   $3.70  Secondary Tier 2 Lunch:   $4.20 
 
High School Breakfast: $2.30 High School Lunch:  $3.20 
High School Tier 1 Lunch: $3.70  High School Tier 2 Lunch:  $4.20 
 
Adult Breakfast:   $3.05 Adult Lunch: $4.00 
Adult Tier 1 Lunch: $4.50 Adult Tier 2 Lunch: $5.00 
Meal Payment Process 
The Food Service Department uses the WebSmartt system. This program tracks student payment and 
sales information for the current year. The Parent or Guardian may see one week of their student’s meal 
account online in the SchoolBucks program, which can be accessed through the District’s website, or 
contact the school Cafeteria Unit Lead to obtain information regarding their student’s account. 
  

1. All lines are cashless (except for the high school). Prepayments are to be placed in the school 
office or café lock box by 9:00 a.m.  Payments received after 9:00 a.m. will be processed 
on the next day’s business and funds will not be available until the next day.  

2. Checks should be made payable to:  KIRKWOOD SCHOOL DISTRICT with the school name, 
student’s name, account number and amount enclosed in a prepayment envelope. 

3. Cash should be placed in a prepayment envelope with the student’s name, ID number and 
amount. 

4. Prepayments can be made online: www.myschoolbucks.com,  the site may be accessed 
through the Kirkwood School District website, http://.kirkwoodschools.org. Parents, guardians, 
and employees are able to add money to student meal accounts online (electronically) 
through the MySchoolBucks system.   Payments may be made by credit card or debit card. 

5. Payments made by 9:00 a.m. should be available for the current day’s use. 
6. Prepayment deposits are recommended weekly or monthly to avoid negative account 

balances. 
7. Student negative account balance emails will be sent home weekly to elementary students. 

High school student’s food service accounts are not allowed to be charged, therefore 
cannot go into the negative. High school students have the option to pay in cash 
during meal services.  

8. To prevent fraudulent use of student accounts, a picture of each student will be displayed 
when their PIN number is entered.   

9. Refunds of more than $20.00 are automatically mailed to students graduating unless 
otherwise requested.  You may contact our office for more information.  Remaining balances 
left in meal accounts at the end of the school year will rollover to the following school year. 

 
Both Chartwells and Kirkwood School District are dedicated to providing quality nutritious meals that 
students will enjoy and choose to eat.  We hope you will encourage your students to try new fruits and 
vegetables and you will join us for a meal at school. If you have questions or concerns, please feel free 
to contact us at 314-213-6100, extension 1 3 5 0 or via email at Audrey.Westrich@kirkwoodschools.org 
 
Free and Reduced Lunch 
Students approved last school year for the free and reduced meal program last school year will remain 
approved through Thursday, September 26, 2019. The parent or guardian of students eligible for free 
meals through Direct Certification must complete a new application if a letter dated July 1, 2019 or later 
has not been received confirming eligibility.   
 
If you have not received an eligibility letter for the current school year, you must complete the application 
to avoid being removed from the program. Please complete the new application and return it to the 
school as soon as possible to avoid being removed from the program.  
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 G 
GRADING PRACTICES 
 
Parent Internet Viewer: 
Parents and students have the ability to view student grades and assignment information online. We 
provide this access through an Infinite Campus (IC) feature of our teachers’ online gradebooks. This 
secured access requires an Internet connection, and a confidential user name and password that are 
issued to parents by the school office. If you are unable to access report cards via Infinite Campus, 
please complete the request form to receive paper copies in the mail. 
 
Policy: 
Each quarter rubric scores will be given to students for all of their courses.  Letter grades are only given 
for high school credit courses. 
 
3.4 to 4.0 
Student meets and frequently surpasses defined standards and expectations illustrated by higher-level 
thinking, in-depth inferences, and applications. 
 
2.7 to 3.399 
The student meets defined standards and expectations. 
 
2.0 to 2.699 
The student is nearing defined standards and expectations, but not demonstrating secure performance 
with standards and expectations. 
 
1.0 to 1.999  
The student struggles to meet the defined standards and expectations. 
 
Below 1.0 
The student has demonstrated little measurable competence. 
 
Blank 
The teacher does not have enough evidence to make an accurate assessment of the student’s 
competence. 
 
Report Cards, Progress Reports And Conferences: 
The tentative dates for report cards, progress reports and parent conferences are listed below. Teachers 
should keep their gradebook updated weekly with communication of student progress.  All conferences 
are by appointment.  Please sign up with the link provided at schedule pick up or call the Nipher main 
office at 314.213.6180. 
 
Tuesday, October 15:   1st quarter report cards on Infinite Campus 
Monday, October 14:   Parent conferences 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Monday, October 14:   Parent conferences 4:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 16:   Parent conferences 4:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
Monday, January 6:   2nd quarter report cards on Infinite Campus  
Wednesday, February 5:   Parent conferences, 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 13:   Parent Conferences, 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 13:   3rd quarter report cards on Infinite Campus  
Thursday, May 28:   4th quarter report cards on Infinite Campus 
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H 
HEALTH SERVICES – CLINIC SERVICES 
The Nipher School Clinic is located on the first floor north hall and is staffed from 8:00 a.m. to 3:55 p.m. 
each school day.  To report to the clinic, a student must obtain a pass from his or her teacher.  The 
school nurse is responsible for the following: 
 

1. Verifying that students are properly immunized. 
2. Providing emergency care in cases of accidents or illness. 
3. Promoting a healthy physical and emotional environment for educational growth. 
4. Conducting regular hearing, vision, and height screenings for all students, making referrals for 

follow-up care when necessary. 
5. Acting as a resource for the classroom, for staff, for the MTTS Team, and for parents and 

students with particular health needs. 
6. Supervising the administration of medication and or medical treatments. 
7. Monitoring attendance and clinic visits daily in order to assure the safety of students and to be 

aware of pattern of communicable illnesses within the school population. 
 
You can assist the school nurse by: 
 

1. Keeping student home if they are running a fever of 100 degrees or more, vomiting, and or seem 
too sick to benefit from school programs. 

2. Sharing medical information that might affect your child’s performance at school in any way. 
3. Notifying nurse of immunization boosters and the results of physical and dental exams. 
4. Notifying nurse of any changes in the information on the student’s emergency card. 

 
Allergies: 
If your child has allergies, please provide a list of all allergies (and any special instructions on how to 
handle an allergic reaction) to your child’s teacher and or school nurse. 
 
Communicable Diseases: 
If your child is exposed to or contracts a communicable disease, please report this information to 
the school nurse.  We are required to notify all families when a child contracts a communicable 
disease, such as chicken pox, measles, etc.  (Your child’s name will be kept confidential.) 
 
In some cases, you will need to provide written verification from your child’s pediatrician stating that 
the condition is no longer contagious and that it is safe for your child to attend school. 
 
Hearing Tests: 
The hearing of students in grades K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11 plus all new students, is screened annually 
by the Special School District.  If teachers or parents make referrals during the year, the school 
nurse will screen them.  Parents will be notified if follow-up is recommended. 
 
Immunizations: 
It is the policy of the Kirkwood R-VII School District that all students attending the district schools 
shall be immunized in accordance with law. Students cannot attend school without providing 
satisfactory evidence of immunization, unless they are exempted from immunization.  
 
A student is exempted from obtaining immunizations if the district has on file the completed forms 
necessary to prove that the student will not be immunized for religious or medical reasons. To 
protect inadequately vaccinated individuals and the entire community, unimmunized students could 
be excluded from school during disease outbreaks.  
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Medical Immunization Exemption - An exemption for medical reasons requires certification by a 
licensed doctor of medicine or doctor of osteopathy that either the immunization would seriously 
endanger the child's health or life or that the child has documentation of laboratory evidence of 
immunity to the disease. The original of MO Department of Health and Senior Services form 
Imm.P.12 must be on file at school with the immunization record. 
 
Religious Immunization Exemption - An exemption for religious reasons requires written certification 
that immunization of the student violates his or her religious beliefs. Religious exemption cards must 
be obtained from the MO Department of Health and Senior Services. The original Form Imm.P.11A 
card, as is required by law, will be retained in the student's school health record. 
 
Medications: 
All medications (including over-the-counter medicine) should be kept in the Clinic to be supervised by the 
nurse. This includes inhalers.  Medications should be in the original pharmacy RX bottle.  Over-the- 
counter medicine should be in the original container.  They are to be brought to the Clinic with a note or 
consent form.  The consent form should be signed and dated by the student’s parent or legal guardian. 
 
Missouri Department of Health Regulations: 
These guidelines are based on MO Department of Health’s Prevention and Control of Communicable 
Disease.  Students with the following symptoms will be excluded from school. 
 

1. Chicken Pox:  Until all blisters have scabbed, usually five to seven days after rash begins. 
2. Conjunctivitis (Pink Eye): 
 a.   Purulent Conjunctivitis (redness of eyes and or eyelids with thick white or yellow discharge 

and eye pain)  Exclude until appropriate prescribed treatment has initiated, or discharge has 
stopped, unless a doctor has diagnosed it as non-infectious. 

     b.   Non-Purulent Conjunctivitis (redness of eyes with clear, watery discharge. No pain or fever or 
eyelid redness)  No exclusion necessary. 

3. Diarrhea-Free of diarrhea for 24 hours. 
4. Fifth Disease (Parvovirus) No exclusion necessary. When rash appears, it is no longer 

contagious. 
5.  Hand, Foot, and Mouth Disease:  Until fever is gone and child is well enough to participate in 

school. 
6.  Head Lice:  If live lice are present, exclude until first treatment has been completed and no live 

lice are seen. School nurse will assess student upon return to school. 
7.  Impetigo:  If impetigo is confirmed by a healthcare provider, exclude until 24 hours after 

prescribed treatment is completed.  Lesions on exposed skin should be covered with water-tight 
dressing. 

8. Mononucleosis:  No exclusion necessary. Student may return upon feeling well enough to 
participate in school. 

9.  Ringworm:  Until treatment has been started. If the lesion cannot be covered, or the lesion is on 
the scalp, until 24 hours after starting treatment.  

10.  Scabies:  Until 24 hours after treatment begins. 
11. Strep Throat or Scarlet Fever:  Until 24 hours on prescribed antibiotic treatment begins and 

student is fever free. 
 
Vision Tests: 
The school nurse may administer a vision test for students in grades K, 1, 3, 5, 7, 9 and 11 and new 
students.  Parents are informed if follow-up is recommended. 
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 
Students who successfully complete Algebra 1 and or a full-year of a course in one of the world language 
classes will be eligible to receive high school credit for their academic work. Students will receive a grade 
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for these courses, and the academic letter grade will be a part of their high school GPA.  High school 
grading and GPA equivalent is as follows: 
 

Grade of A = GPA 4 
Grade of A minus = GPA 4 
Grade of B+ = GPA 3.5 
Grade of B = GPA 3 
Grade of B minus = GPA 3 
Grade of C+ = GPA 2.5 
Grade of C = GPA 2 
Grade of C minus = GPA 2 
Grade of D+ = GPA 1.5 
Grade of D = GPA 1 
Grade of D minus = GPA 1 
Grade of F = GPA 0 

 
HOMEBOUND INSTRUCTION 
Students who are absent from school for extended periods of time or who have intermittent absences 
due to illness or disability may be eligible for homebound instruction. Nipher partners with Special School 
District staff to provide up to five hours per week of homebound instruction when it is needed. 
Applications for homebound instruction can be secured from the guidance counselor in your building or in 
the Office of Special Programs 314-213-6102. Applications must be approved by the student's physician 
and the Missouri Department of Elementary and Secondary Education before homebound teaching can 
begin. 
 
HOMEWORK PRACTICES - WORK COMPLETED AT HOME AND MAKE-UP WORK 
You should expect your child to devote an average of one to one-half hours per night on work completed 
at home. This may vary during the course of the year depending on special projects or assignments. 
Teachers will provide you with more specific guidelines as they relate to the expectations of their classes. 
The purpose of assignments includes: providing teachers with evidence of student learning, extending 
the practice of skills, reviewing material, extending the classroom learning, or completing a project.  
Students should understand and be able to explain the purpose for the assigned homework. Homework, 
especially for practice and formative assessment, may not be recorded for a grade.  
 
We believe that learning is important and should continue after school hours. Regular homework is a 
means to reinforce, encourage, and extend the learning experience.  If a student has been absent from 
school, he or she will need to talk to their teachers in order to make up work. Teachers may be e-mailed 
at any time with questions. 
 

I 
iPADS 
Kirkwood School District is excited to loan Nipher middle school students with an iPad,  heavy-duty case 
with keyboard, cord and charger for their use during the school year.  This is seen as a tremendous 
opportunity to personalize learning for students and help develop future-ready skills. 
 
iPads are to be kept covered and handled carefully. Students will be charged fines for lost or damaged 
iPads, cases, cords, and chargers.  Note:  If the case is removed or badly damaged, insurance will 
NOT cover the cost of repairs. 
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Conduct Code: 
We Are Compassionate 
1. Treat iPad with respect and care, this includes keeping case on iPad 
2. Keep sound off unless instructed otherwise by teacher 
3. iPad should have the screen down unless instructed otherwise by teacher 
 
We Work As a Team 
1. Arrive at school and come to class with fully charged iPad 
2. iPads must be charged at home every night 
3. Charger should remain at home during the school year 
4. Always have your iPad in your possession (exception:  locked in locker during lunch) 
 
We Persevere 
1. Only take photos or video recording when instructed by teacher and with consent of individual 
2. Recording or taking photos of a teacher without permission will result in an immediate office referral 
3. Online posting is only permitted when instructed by teacher 
4. Must use district-issued email account 
 

Minor Infraction DIscipline Procedure: 
1. Warning and loss of iPad for class period 
2. Lunch Detention (served in ISS room) 
3. After-school detention 
4. Office Referral 

Safety: 
All Nipher students use technology (laptops, iPads, Activboards, etc.) on a regular basis. To ensure 
academic success in the electronic age, Nipher students are provided with the most modern 
technological equipment available (Macbooks, iPads, Activboards, Activotes, etc.) in their classrooms. 
Technology is used as a tool for inquiry, research, development, and publication. 
 
Please remind your child that downloading apps is a process that only occurs at school through the 
proper procedures. We ask that students take care of the equipment they are issued and use it in a 
responsible manner. Students who do not comply with the technology expectations may lose the privilege 
of using the equipment. For a nominal fee, iPad insurance is available through the Kirkwood School 
District.  
Insurance Payment: 
The Kirkwood School District expanded the use of www.myschoolbucks.com,  which was used for 
online lunch payments, to include iPad and laptop insurance fees, activity fees, etc. 
 
The site may be accessed through the Kirkwood School District website, http://.kirkwoodschools.org.  
If you currently have a My School Bucks account, you can login and access the school store on the top 
of the page.  If you do not have a My School Bucks account, you may create a free account.   
 
To pay for iPad or laptop insurance, lunch fees, and activity fees through your My School Bucks account: 

1. Log in to www.myschoolbucks.com,  or create a free account. 
2. Click School Store at the top of the page and select Browse All Items 
3. Choose the Store item and add it to your cart. 
4. Check out! 

 
Parents can also download the MySchoolBucks app to set up an account and make payments.  Those 
who prepare to not use our online payment option can pay via cash or check, working directly with the 
school office. 
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L 
LIBRARY SERVICES 
All students are encouraged to use the library between 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. When not accompanied 
by a teacher, each student must have a pink slip or pass. Books may be checked out for a two-week 
period. Magazines and certain encyclopedias may be checked out overnight. Students have a 
responsibility to return books when they are due. 
 
Borrowing materials from the library is a privilege, and the prompt return of library materials is necessary 
so that all students may have equal access. There are no daily overdue fines, but students  
may not check out new books or magazines if they have overdue books.  
 
Nipher’s Library is always ready to help you find books to suit your needs and interests and to assist you with 
class projects and research.  Students visit the library with classes and also have opportunities to visit the 
library independently.  Our E-book collection is accessible on your iPad.  The Library home page lists dozens 
of convenient links for quick access to information. 
  
Standard check-out period is two weeks.  Books may be renewed if no other patrons have requested a 
hold.  There are no daily overdue fines, but students may not check out new books if they have an overdue 
book. Replacement fees are charged for lost or damaged materials. Consequences may be required for 
students who do not pay for lost or damaged books. E-mails are automatically sent to students and families 
every week to let you know if there are any overdue items. 
 
LOST AND FOUND 
Please mark coats, lunch boxes, etc., with your child’s name. If the clothing is marked, we can help 
find the owner.  All lost and found items are placed in the Lost & Found box located in the south basement 
stairwell.  Students are encouraged to check often when missing an item. Any item that is not picked up 
within a reasonable amount of time will be appropriately discarded. 
 

M 
MEDIA COVERAGE 
Because of its excellent reputation and innovative programs, the Kirkwood School District is often the 
focus of media attention. Throughout the school year reporters for television, radio, newspapers, and 
other media outlets may visit any of our schools.  They will cover stories as part of the local news or as 
features that highlight school activities and special events. In addition, the district’s Community Affairs 
Office produces several publications featuring photographs and interviews with students and staff. If you 
do not want your child to be included in media publications, please make sure to alert the school office.   
 

P 
PARENT CUSTODIAL ISSUES 
We cannot deny a parent access to his or her child unless we have a copy of a current court order.  It is 
essential for a custodial parent to notify the principal when there are legal restrictions regarding releasing 
the child to the non-custodial parent. This information must be on file in the office to guarantee guidelines 
are followed correctly. Please contact the principal if you have any questions. 
 
PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES 
Parents are encouraged to contact the school to discuss their child’s progress. You will have the 
opportunity to review progress through parent-teacher conferences and written evaluations. Additional 
dialogue is always welcome.  
 

Monday, October 14 Parent Conferences 8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
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Monday, October 14                 Parent Conferences 3:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  
Wednesday, October 16                 Parent Conferences 4:15 p.m. to 7:45 p.m. 
Wednesday, February 5   Parent Conferences 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Thursday, February 13 Parent Conferences 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

 
 
PARENT TEACHER ORGANIZATION (PTO) 
All parents or guardians are invited to participate in our active Parent Teacher Organization (PTO).  All of 
our initiatives and events are carried out by volunteer teams who typically work with only one crew. Our 
officers & chairs meet only four times a year to oversee all of the amazing work being done by the various 
teams.  Those four dates are September 4, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.; November 6, 2019 at 4:30 p.m.; February 
5, 2020 at 6:30 p.m., April 8, 2020 at 4:30 p.m. 
 
Here are some of the ways we enhance the Nipher experience: 
 
1. Host appreciation gatherings 
2. Host conference nights 
3. Host orientations 
4. Host parent education events 
5. Plan and implement dances 
6. Plan and implement graduation celebrations 
7. Plan and implement Turkey Trot 
8. Provide funding for field trips 
9. Provide funding for orientations 
10. Provide scholarships for teachers’ classrooms 
11. Support Positive Behavior Incentive Programs 

POWER HOUR 
Nipher Middle School students may participate in Power Hour as one of many after-school activities.  
During Power Hour, students may utilize a variety of resources in our Library Media Center to enhance 
the quality of their school assignments.  Teachers will be available to help students strive towards their 
academic goals.  “Power Hour” will take place every Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday in the Nipher 
Media Center (Library).   
 
Power Hour begins at 3:00 p.m. Attendance records will be maintained, and students are expected to 
arrive on time prepared to immediately begin their schoolwork. Students will not be allowed to leave 
the Power Hour areas until dismissal at 3:55 p.m.   

Students must follow the Power Hour rules in order to maintain their participation in the program. 
Power Hour Rules: 
1. Arrive no later than 3:00 p.m. 
2. Enter the area quietly and remain quiet throughout the session. 
3. Arrive with all of the work materials, rubrics, assignments (assignment book), writing utensils, books, 

and supplies that you need to complete 50 minutes of work. 
4. You must be respectful to all Power Hour team members and to all Power Hour participants. 
5. You may not leave the Power Hour area without a pass from a Power Hour team member. 
6. You may not bring food, gum, candy, or drinks into the Power Hour area. 
7. Students who cannot follow all of the Power Hour rules will not be allowed to participate in the Power 

Hour program for temporary or extended periods of time, based on their individual history of behavior 
during Power Hour.  

 
Please review the Power Hour rules with your parent or legal guardian and sign the handbook signature 
page (included in summer mailing) of the student handbook in the area concerning Power Hour. On the 
day you are staying for Power Hour, you must sign up during your lunch period. 
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R 
RESIDENCY 
In order to enroll in the Kirkwood School District, a student, the parent, legal guardian, military guardian, 
person acting as a parent, or the student must provide proof of legal residency in the district or request a 
waiver of proof of residency and must complete all admission requirements as determined by Board 
policies, regulations, and procedures. 
 
One document from each List A and List B are required. Electronic documents are permissible if 
they are current and contain the information required for the district to verify proof of residence 
(date, name, address, applicable signatures, etc.). The district has the right to request additional 
proof at any time or to employ other means to verify residency. Under Missouri law, misrepresenting 
residency is a criminal offense. If a family’s residency status is found to be inaccurately represented 
or changes without notification to the district, the district may act to recover the cost of services 
provided. 
 
List A documents (submit 1) 
1. Deed/Closing Statement 
2. Mortgage statement dated within 30 days of the date of submission 
3. Unexpired lease/rental agreement signed by landlord and tenant and including the address,  
 apartment number, and date of rental. 
 
List B documents (submit 1) 
1. Utility bill (water, gas, sewer, trash, or electric) dated within 30 days of the date of submission 
 for verification and including the name, service and mailing address. 
2. Real estate tax receipt dated within 1 year of the date of submission 
3. Personal property tax receipt dated within 1 year of the date of submission 
4. Occupancy Permit listing all the occupants of the residence 
 
Parents may enroll their children before actually moving into the district, but they must apply in writing to 
the Director of Student Services. 
 
When there is sufficient reason to suspect the legitimacy of residency, the Director of Student Services 
will be notified. 
 
State law requires that a student live in the district attendance area where he or she attends school.  The 
students must live with a parent or legal guardian. Proof of residency may be asked for at the time of 
enrollment and throughout the school year.  Please notify the Nipher office if you move or are 
planning to move outside the district. Students who live in the city of St. Louis are enrolled through 
the VICC office.  Their direct phone number is 314.721.8657. Students who reside in the Normandy and 
Riverview Gardens attendance area and our city of St. Louis students can gain information through our 
Student Services Office, at 314.213.6100  extension 7 8 1 4. 
 
REVIEWING YOUR CHILD’S RECORDS 
As a parent, you have every right to review the records that the school keeps on your child. Please notify 
either your child’s teacher or the school office that you are interested in reviewing your child’s records. 
We collect the records and set an appointment time for you to come in to review them. If you wish, copies 
of the records may be made for you, but the originals cannot leave the school.  

 
S 
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS, DELAYED OPENINGS, EARLY DISMISSALS 
Families will receive a phone call from the District (using our Blackboard robocall system) announcing 
the decision to cancel school.  Successful delivery is dependent on accurate contact information for each 
student.  Should your contact information change, please notify your child’s school immediately. 
 
The notification to cancel or delay school will also be posted on the Kirkwood School District website, 
District Facebook page, and Tweeted on the District’s twitter handle which is @kwoodschools. 
 
Individuals who have downloaded the Kirkwood School District app will receive a push notification.  You 
can download this free app in the Apps on Google Play store, or the iTunes App store. 
 
Circumstances which affect our schedule, inclement weather, or building conditions will be announced on 
the following local radio and television stations: 
  
AM Radio:  KMOX 1120   
Television:  KTVI Channel 2 (Fox), KMOV Channel 4 (CBS), KSDK Channel 5 (NBC), KTVI Channel 2 
(Fox), and KPLR Channel 11 (CW) 
 
No announcement means schools operate on regular schedules. 
 
PLAN 1 - SNOW DAY:  Schools are closed all day 
Closed:  All elementary schools, all middle schools, high school, and Kirkwood Early Childhood Center 

1. Buses do not run 
2. Before- and after-school activities are canceled 
3. Teachers, teacher assistants, nurses, and food service personnel DO NOT REPORT 
4. Administrators, office staff, custodial, and maintenance personnel REPORT AS SOON AS 

POSSIBLE unless otherwise notified 
 
PLAN 2 - SNOW SCHEDULE:  Schools start two hours later than regular time 
A two-hour delayed opening allows for snow removal and traffic clearance after evening snowfall or 
during relatively light storms.  In the event of a two-hour delay, there will be no a.m. Adventure Club.  
There will be no elementary instrumental music program at North Kirkwood Middle School. 
 
Buses run two hours later in the morning.  The pick-up time will be two hours after the regularly 
scheduled pick-up time.  School start times will be two hours after the regular start times: 

1. Kirkwood High School   9:50 a.m. 
2. North Kirkwood Middle School 10:00 a.m. 
3. Nipher Middle School 10:00 a.m. 
4. Keysor Elementary 10:40 a.m. 
5. North Glendale Elementary 10:40 a.m. 
6. Robinson Elementary 10:40 a.m. 
7. Tillman Elementary 10:40 a.m. 
8. Westchester 10:40 a.m. 
9. Kirkwood Early Childhood Center 10:00 a.m. 
10. Half-day preschool will begin at 10:00 a.m. 

 
Annually on the Friday before Labor Day, a test emergency notification will be conducted to test the 
system. 
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SCHOOL SAFETY 

Backpacks: 
For security reasons, Nipher students are not allowed to bring backpacks into the classroom. Students 
are required to place backpacks in their lockers prior to going to class at 8:00 a.m. Students refusing to 
follow this rule will be subject to disciplinary action. 
 
Emergency Contacts: 
If your child is ill or hurt during school hours and the nurse or principal thinks the student should go home, 
a family member or emergency contact person will be notified before the student is released. Please 
make sure the school has up-to-date contacts and emergency pickup information for your child or 
children at all times. It is essential that you notify the school of any changes regarding phone numbers 
of parents or guardians and emergency contacts. Adults picking up children should bring photo 
identification with them to the Nipher main office.  
 
Emergency Situation and Drills: 
Students will participate in regular fire, tornado, earthquake, and ALICE/Intruder drills throughout the 
year. All teachers and students will be given information about safety procedures appropriate for such 
situations. In the event of an actual emergency situation, you may understandably want to pick up your 
child from school. Be sure to check the local news and radio stations, or our district website 
www.kirkwoodschools.org for emergency information.  NOTE:  Emergency information will NOT be 
shared via Facebook or Twitter because not all families use those social media tools. 
 
It is the Kirkwood School District’s goal to notify parents of an incident or crisis as quickly as possible.  
We strive to provide the most accurate and timely information.  We ask that you remember that all of the 
KSD staff members care about your children.  We know you are worried and anxious.  We want to 
provide you with information without creating undue alarm or anxiety. 
 
When an incident occurs at any of our schools, district personnel work to assist the school and the police 
as well as communicate with families.  The District will use auto call, email, the web and social media 
sites to convey information.  Social media sites are instantaneous, whereas an auto call or an email has 
a longer notification process. 
 
We must communicate what we know – when we know it – without jeopardizing the safety of the people 
within the school.  Please remember communication in a crisis is difficult.  We will do our very best to be 
fat and accurate, knowing the possibility of human error exists. 
 
PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING FROM OUR DIRECTOR OF SAFETY AND SECURITY: 
 
Dear Parents:  
 
KSD is constantly working to make sure that your children are safe when they are at school. To that end, 
there are many plans and systems in place to protect your children in any case of emergency. One of 
these mentioned plans is our parent-student reunification plan.  
 
Our parent-student reunification plan is used if it becomes necessary to relocate the entire school 
population to either of our two alternative sites. Such a move will take place when it is determined by 
school and or district administration that keeping students in the school would be hazardous to them and 
staff. When you are notified of the activation of our parent-student reunification plan, you will be told 
where the students have been transported. SPECIAL NOTE: Out of concern for the safety of operations, 
and the security of your student(s), the alternate locations will remain confidential until such a time 
disclosure is needed. 
 
If it becomes necessary to activate our parent-student reunification plan, parents will receive a text 
message, email, and phone call with information and directions. It is critically important that your 
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respective school’s office staff have all current phone numbers and email addresses so that we are able 
to contact you at any time during the school day in the event of an emergency.  
 
When you arrive at the alternative site to pick up your child, there will be five stations: A thru C, D thru G, 
H thru L, M thru R, and S thru Z. Please report to the station that has the first letter of your student’s last 
name. Give the station worker your child’s name and present a picture I.D. that is a match to a name on 
the emergency contact list.  
 
Once you have been identified, your child will be brought to you at the reunification station.  
 
All individuals picking up students must provide valid identification and be positively identified by 
our staff. Unless a person’s name is on our emergency contact list as having your permission to pick up 
your child, we will not release your child to them. Student safety is the primary concern for the Kirkwood 
School District. We appreciate your support and assistance in this important matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
Levaughn Smart , CPP 
Director of Safety & Security  
Kirkwood School District R-VII  
Office: 314.213.6100 extension 1 4 0 0  
levaughn.smart@kirkwoodschools.org  
 

Lockers: 
Each student is assigned a locker. This is a space loaned to students by the school and subject to 
inspection if the need arises. Students are reminded to use only the locker assigned to them and to keep 
it locked at all times. Locker combinations are not to be given to any other person.   Protect your 
property!  Print your name in ink on all property for which you are responsible.  Do not bring items of 
value or large sums of money (in excess of $20) to school. The school does not assume responsibility for 
lost or stolen items. Valuable items are to be left at home. 
 
Searches by School Administrators: 
School officials have the authority to search students and students' property (including purses, 
backpacks, gym bags, etc.), provided that the search is justified at its inception and reasonable under all 
the circumstances. School officials will exercise discretion to perform searches, as they deem necessary 
to maintain the safety and welfare of students and staff, to prevent violations of discipline policies, or to 
prevent interference with the educational process.  
 
Lockers and desks assigned to students remain the property of Kirkwood School District 
and may be searched by school officials with or without notice. School officials will also call in law 
enforcement officials (including School Resource Officers) when they deem it necessary or appropriate or 
otherwise required by law. Those law enforcement officials may also conduct searches and take other 
appropriate action pursuant to their authority as law enforcement officials. 
 
Weapons in School: 
The possession or use of a weapon by any person, except where authorized by law, shall be prohibited 
in all school buildings, on or about school grounds, and at all school activities.  
 
A weapon shall be defined as any instrument or device customarily used to attack or defend against an 
opponent, adversary or victim or any instrument or device used to inflict physical injury or harm to 
another person. Violators of this policy may be referred to the appropriate legal authorities. In addition, 
any student who violates this policy will be subject to suspension and or expulsion from school.  
 
In accordance with federal law, any student who brings or possesses a firearm (as defined in 18 U.S.C. 
921) on school property will be suspended from school for at least one calendar year and will be referred 
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to the appropriate legal authorities. The suspension may be modified on a case-by-case basis upon 
recommendation by the superintendent to the Board of Education. 

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING, ART, AND MATH (STEAM-Fest) 
All Nipher students are encouraged to participate in the district STEAM-Fest, typically held in late March 
or early April.  Students may make a collection, experiment, report, or project that uses science, 
technology, engineering, or math. Planning meetings led by the district science facilitator will occur in the 
fall – more information will be provided prior to these meetings.  Check our STEAM-Fest website often for 
updates. 
 
SOCIAL MEDIA AND CELL PHONES 
Generally speaking, communication between and among students that takes place outside of school is 
not of concern to Kirkwood staff unless it is brought to our attention because there is a disruption to the 
learning environment and or to our students. If there are conflicts or disruptions brought to our attention, 
these will be addressed through our discipline guidelines. Common reasons for our involvement include 
name calling, bullying, and threats. Here are some examples to further clarify how our discipline 
guidelines and school procedures can intersect with student cell phones and internet activities: 
 
Social Media: 
Example #1: A conflict at school that begins with comments written on the internet will be evaluated 
according to our discipline guidelines. If the comments reflect name calling, bullying or threats, we will 
address these as if they happened at school or were written on a piece of paper. 
 
Example #2: If students have identified themselves as Kirkwood School District students on social media 
sites, and it is brought to our attention that they have made comments which do not reflect our behavior 
expectations, the student may be investigated and or disciplined pursuant to our discipline guidelines. 
 
Cell Phones: 
Example #3: A phone that rings in class (call or text) can be taken by staff because we have explicitly 
asked that cell phones not disrupt the learning environment.  Phones that are taken will be returned at the 
end of the day unless the phone is being held as evidence, or this is a repeated offense, which may 
require parent involvement. 
 
Example #4: If, while responding to a disciplinary concern, there becomes a reasonable suspicion resulting 
in an investigation of student belongings (backpack, pockets), we may also search the calls, photos, and 
text records of a phone if the phone records relate to the disciplinary investigation. 
 
Example #5: If a phone has been lost and is then found, we will read information in the phone in order to 
learn the identity of the owner. 
 
We want parents and students to be fully informed that internet communication and cell phones will 
remain private until something causes us to have an interest in them and then we will review them in the 
same way we would review any other item thought to be posing a threat or disruption. 
 
SPECIAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
Students who have been identified as having disabilities that interfere with their learning receive services 
from staff members of the St. Louis County Special School District. The special educational services 
provided are determined through an Individualized Education Program (IEP) process. Services provided 
at Nipher include specialized services, in-class support, learning center instruction, occupational therapy, 
physical therapy, adaptive physical education, and speech, language, and hearing support. 
 
STANDARDIZED ASSESSMENTS 
Nipher students participate in standardized testing in accordance with the Missouri Assessment Program 
(MAP). This testing gives our students the opportunity to show how much they know. KSD’s MAP testing 
window for 2020 is April 1 to May 7. 
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STUDENT ACTIVITIES 
 
Intramurals, Clubs And After-School Activities: 
Extracurricular activities are an integral part of the middle school years. Intramural sports, clubs, and fine 
arts productions enhance students’ academics, as well as provide time to explore common interests with 
new friends. Most importantly, participation in any of the after-school activities will provide students with a 
sense of accomplishment and personal pride. The activities are designed to encourage organization of 
time and promote school spirit. 
 
Nipher Middle School's Activity Program offers a variety of activities each semester to students of all 
grade levels. Activities take place after school at 3:00 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. 
Activities are available to all students after they pay their $20 activity fee.  The activity fee is $10 for 
students who qualify for free or reduced price meals. 
 
Students MUST sign up for ALL activities during their lunch on the day of the activity in order to 
stay and participate. Students are expected to report directly to the activity location after they have gone 
to their lockers to drop off their books (by 3:00 p.m.). Students are to depart promptly from school 
grounds or wait at the bus loading area when the activity concludes and the bell rings close at 3:55 p.m. 
Each after-school activity will be announced during morning announcements at least one day in advance, 
but you can also find a listing of after-school activities on the Nipher Middle School web site. 
 
Intramurals are designed to promote recreational opportunities while enhancing skills, social 
development, and physical fitness. Students are reminded that participation in the Nipher Intramural 
Program is a privilege and that all school rules apply. Participation guidelines include: 
 
1. Appropriate conduct and a cooperative attitude are expected at ALL times. All regular Nipher school 

rules are in effect before, during, and after activities. 
2. Students are expected to follow the fundamental rules and regulations for each activity. 
3. Students are expected to be on time (3:00 p.m.), at the proper location, and with the appropriate 

equipment (including tennis shoes) when participating in an activity. Activities begin at 3:00 p.m. 
Students will be dismissed at 3:55 p.m.  You must arrive on time and stay for the duration of the 
activity. 

4. You MUST participate in the assigned activity.  There will be no observing, only participating.   
5. You MUST sign up for the activity at lunch by printing your OWN first and last name on the sign-up 

sheet.  You may not sign up your friends.  If you fail to follow the sign-up rules and then show up to 
play, you will be escorted to detention and risk being suspended from all after-school activities per the 
after-school discipline guidelines.   

6. Bell-to-bell NO CELL includes after-school activities.  Put the phone away, please. 
7. Students are responsible for their own equipment or property. Nipher does not assume responsibility 

for students’ personal possessions. 
8. All injuries should be immediately reported to the Activity Sponsor. 
9. After-school detentions take precedence over activity involvement. In- or out-of-school suspension 

will forfeit your privilege to participate in ALL after school activities for that day. 
10. Participation in Nipher vs. North and student vs. faculty games is dependent upon consistent school 

attendance, academic achievement, appropriate behavior, and involvement in designated activity. 
 
Activity Fee Payment: 
The Kirkwood School District expanded the use of www.myschoolbucks.com,  which was used for 
online lunch payments, to include iPad and laptop insurance fees, activity fees, etc. 
 
The site may be accessed through the Kirkwood School District website, http://.kirkwoodschools.org.  
If you currently have a My School Bucks account, you can login and access the school store on the top 
of the page.  If you do not have a My School Bucks account, you may create a free account.  You will 
need each student’s identification number to create accounts. 
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To pay for iPad or laptop insurance, lunch fees, and activity fees through your My School Bucks account: 
1. Log in to www.myschoolbucks.com,  or create a free account. 
2. Click School Store at the top of the page and select Browse All Items 
3. Choose the Store item and add it to your cart. 
4. Check out! 

 
Parents can also download the. MySchoolBucks app to set up an account and make payments.  Those 
who prepare to not use our online payment option can pay via cash or check, working directly with the 
school office. 

Activity Bus Information: 
The after-school activity bus is a service offered to Nipher students who are eligible to ride a school bus 
and participate in after-school clubs, intramurals, detentions, or other approved activities. The activity bus 
will be offered beginning the third week of school, and will operate on a regular schedule (Tuesday, 
Wednesday, and Thursday) each week. Students will be informed of any cancellations as soon as 
possible so they can ride their regular bus home or make other necessary arrangements. The VICC and 
Kirkwood Activity buses typically depart Nipher between 4:00 p.m. and 4:05 p.m. 
 
Students who ride the activity bus will meet IN THE SOUTH GYM at 3:55 p.m. to sign up for the bus. 
After that time, students will line up against the red mats and then board the bus as a group after being 
dismissed from the gym (about 4:00pm).  Students will be picked up on the south side of Nipher, east of 
Edgewood Drive.  Since there is only ONE activity bus for resident students, the bus will not stop at all 
stops that are designated during their regular route. 
 
Bus Route: 
1. Big Bend and Milwaukee 
2. Fillmore and Gordon 
3. Rose Hill and Couch 
4. Craig and Craig Woods 
5. Craig and Kinyon Court 
6. Old Big Bend and Ballas 
7. Ballas and Thursby 
8. Ballas and Woodbine 
9. Big Bend and Glenwood East 
10. Big Bend and Glenwood West 
11. Barrett Station and Barrett Brae 
12. Big Bend and Barberry 
13. Big Bend and Glenwood 
14. Big Bend and Glenford Court 
15. Big Bend and Forest 
16. Big Bend and South Geyer – before rail road tracks 
17. Holmes and Melshire 
18. Holmes and East Elliot 
19. Holmes and Monroe 
20. Holmes and Argonne 
21. Argonne and Sappington 
22. Sappington and Lockwood 
23. Sappington and Hawbrook 
24. Sappington and Essex 
25. Sappington and Moreland 
26. Sappington and Brownell 
27. Sappington and Kirkham 
28. Sappington and Glenmoor 
29. Sappington and Nancy Carol 
30. Manchester and Sturgis 
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31. Manchester and Mariedale 
32. Dickson and Dickson Court – behind Huck’s 
33. Dickson and Chelsea 
34. Dickson and Gaslite 
35. Dickson and Essex 
36. Essex and Woodlawn 
37. Longview and Taylor 
 
Intramurals Schedule: 
This is a tentative schedule of intramural activities.  Please note that changes may occur as the year 
progresses.  The daily morning announcement during contact class will give specific activity details.  No 
more than 20 students will be allowed to participate in any event. 
 

FIRST     
SEMESTER 

Tuesday 
(6th Grade) 

Wednesday 
(7th Grade) 

Thursday 
(8th Grade) 

September 3, 4, 5 Tuesday, Kickball, grade 6 Wednesday, Kickball, grade 7 Thursday, Kickball, grade 8 
September 10, 11, 12 Tuesday, Kickball, grade 6 Wednesday, Kickball, grade 7 Thursday, Kickball, grade 8 
September 17, 18, 19 Tuesday, Kickball, grade 6 Wednesday, Kickball, grade 7 Thursday, Kickball, grade 8 
September 24, 25, 26 Tuesday, Kickball, grade 6 Wednesday, Kickball, grade 7 Thursday, Kickball, grade 8 
October 1, 2, 3 Tuesday, Wrestling (all grades) Wednesday, Wrestling (all 

grades) 
Thursday, Wrestling (all 
grades) 

October 8, 9, 10 Tuesday, Wrestling (all grades) Wednesday, Wrestling (all 
grades) 

Thursday, Wrestling (all 
grades) NKMS vs. NMS 
Wrestling Meet at KHS 6:00 
p.m. 

October 15, 16, 17 Tuesday, NO SCHOOL Wednesday, No Intramurals – 
Parent-Teacher Conferences 

Thursday, No Intramurals 

October 22, 23, 24 Tuesday, Climbing Wall, 
Badminton, grade 6 

Wednesday, Climbing Wall, 
Badminton, grade 7 

Thursday, Climbing Wall, 
Badminton, grade 8 

October 29, 30, 31 Tuesday, Climbing Wall, 
Badminton, grade 6 

Wednesday, Climbing Wall, 
Badminton, grade 7 

No Intramurals - Halloween 

November 5, 6, 7 Tuesday, Volleyball, grade 6 Wednesday, Volleyball, grade 7 Thursday, Volleyball, grade 8 
November 12, 13, 14 Tuesday, Volleyball, grade 6 Wednesday, Volleyball, grade 7 Thursday, Volleyball, grade 8  
November 19, 20, 21 Tuesday, Volleyball, grade 6 Wednesday, Volleyball, grade 7 Thursday, Volleyball, grade 8 
November 26, 27, 28 Tuesday, No Intramurals, 

Thanksgiving 
Wednesday, NO SCHOOL Thursday, NO SCHOOL 

December 3, 4, 5 Tuesday, Volleyball, grade 6 Wednesday, Volleyball, grade 7  Thursday, Volleyball, grade 8   
December 10, 11, 12 Tuesday, Volleyball, grade 6 Wednesday, Volleyball, grade 7 Thursday, Volleyball, NMS vs. 

NKMS at NMS 
December 17, 18, 19 Tuesday, No Intramurals Wednesday, No Intramurals Thursday, No Intramurals 
    

SECOND 
SEMESTER 

Tuesday 
(6th Grade) 

Wednesday 
(7th Grade) 

Thursday 
(8th Grade) 

January 7, 8, 9 Tuesday, Dodgeball, grade 6 Wednesday, Dodgeball, grade 7 Thursday, Dodgeball, grade 8   
January 14, 15, 16 Tuesday, Dodgeball, grade 6 Wednesday, Dodgeball, grade 7 Thursday, Dodgeball, grade 8   
January 21, 22, 23 Tuesday, Basketball, grade 6 Wednesday, Basketball, grade 7 Thursday, Basketball, grade 8   
January 28, 29, 30 Tuesday, Basketball, grade 6 Wednesday, Basketball, grade 7  Thursday, Basketball, grade 8  
February 4, 5, 6 Tuesday, Basketball, grade 6 Wednesday, No Intramurals – 

Conferences 
Thursday, Basketball, grade 8 

February 11, 12, 13 Tuesday, Basketball, grade 6 Wednesday, Basketball, grade 7  Thursday, No Intramurals – 
Conferences 

February 18, 19, 20 Tuesday, Basketball, grade 6 Wednesday, Basketball, grade 7 Thursday, Basketball, grades 8 
February 25, 26, 27 Tuesday, Basketball, grade 8 

boys, NKMS vs. NMS at NKMS 
Wednesday, Basketball, grade 8 
girls, NMS vs. NKMS at NKMS 

Thursday, No Intramurals 

March 3, 4, 5 Tuesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 6 

Wednesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 7 

Thursday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 8  

March 10, 11, 12 Tuesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 6 

Wednesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 7 

Thursday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 8 

March 17, 18, 19 Tuesday, No Intramurals – 
Spring Break 

Wednesday, No Intramurals – 
Spring Break 

Thursday, No Intramurals – 
Spring Break 
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March 24, 25, 26 Tuesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 6 

Wednesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 7 

Thursday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 8 

March 31, April 1, 2 Tuesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 6 

Wednesday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 7 

Thursday, Track or Soccer, 
grade 8 

April 7, 8, 9 Tuesday, Soccer, NMS vs. 
NKMS at KHS (to be 
determined) 

Wednesday, Track, grade 7 Thursday, Track, grade 8 

April 14, 15, 16 Tuesday, Track, grade 6 Wednesday, Track, grade 7 Thursday, Track, grade 8 
April 21, 22, 23 Tuesday, Kickball Tuesday, Track Meet, NMS vs. 

NKMS at KHS 
Thursday, Kickball, grade 8 

April 28, 29, 30 Tuesday, Kickball, grade 6 Wednesday, Kickball, grade 7 Thursday, Kickball, grade 8 
May 5, 6, 7 Tuesday, Climbing Wall, 

Badminton, grade 6 
Wednesday, Climbing Wall, 
Badminton, grade 7  

Thursday, Climbing Wall, 
Badminton, grade 8 

 
Turkey Trot: 
The Nipher Turkey Trot will be held on Tuesday, November 26, from 9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. This is a 
beloved annual tradition, and a chance for our students to promote fitness and spirit by walking or 
running through our beautiful community.  Students will have the option of walking or competing in a two-
mile road course. We will have parents acting as corner marshals and the Kirkwood Police Department 
will be assisting in keeping our children safe. Teachers will also be accompanying children on both the 
run and the walk. 
 
All students will be participating in the Turkey Trot.  Students who have not returned the Parent Sign-Off 
sheet included in the summer mailing, or students whose parents are not comfortable with them going 
off-campus, will be helping to support the Turkey Day tradition and promote physical activity by walking 
the Nipher track. 
 
Please note: if your child has permission to participate, and your child has ASTHMA, please be aware 
that we will be running off campus. We will have a “sag” wagon behind the runners, and students will be 
given an opportunity to use an inhaler prior to the start of the event.  If your child has asthma and does 
not have ready access to an inhaler on the morning of Tuesday, November 26, we will require your child 
to stay on campus and walk the track in order to ensure his or her safety. 
 
STUDENT SUPPORT 
 
MTSS Teams:   (Multi-Tiered Systems of Support) 
Effective supports and interventions must be readily available as soon as teachers become aware that 
an individual student is experiencing difficulty meeting or is greatly exceeding grade-level academic and 
behavioral expectations. In order to respond quickly, our schools have established school-based MTSS 
Problem Solving Teams. These teams utilize a structured problem-solving process to MTSS classroom 
teachers design – as well as implement and evaluate the effectiveness of intervention strategies when 
typical classroom strategies have not been successful. MTSS Problem Solving Teams convene at both 
the grade level for general intervention planning (e.g. grade-level planning of differentiated instruction, 
learning supports, social skill lessons) and at the building level for more focused individualized 
intervention planning.   
When the identified concerns are significant or the response to general intervention is inadequate, the 
building-level MTSS team will convene. The building-level MTSS team is facilitated by a building 
administrator, school counselor, and school psychologist.  It is comprised of classroom and instructional 
support specialists that may include: 
 

1. Nurses 
2. Literacy, resource, and gifted teachers 
3. Educational support counselors 
4. Occupational, physical, or speech language therapists 
5. Directors of learning and innovation 
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These specialists have been trained in problem-solving and intervention strategies specific to academic 
and social, emotional, and behavioral needs. Parents are welcome to participate in the Building MTSS 
Team process for their child and are always informed of the plans designed by the MTSS team. 
 
The Building MTSS team’s role is to conduct individualized problem-solving, research-based intervention 
planning, implementation support, data collection, and monitoring of the student’s response to 
interventions (RtI). Intervention plans often include small, flexible instructional groups which target 
essential skills and frequent curriculum-based progress monitoring.  
 
School-based specialists may include: 
 

1. Occupational, physical, or speech language therapists 
2. School psychologists 
3. Special educators  

 
The specialists may conduct in-class observations, collect progress monitoring data, help implement in-
class interventions, or provide short-term instruction. Building MTSS teams use progress monitoring data 
to determine when more or less intense interventions are required in order to support the learning needs 
of the student. Parents are apprised of their child’s progress regularly and are notified whenever a 
referral for formal evaluation needs to be considered.  Parents should contact Nipher’s school counselor 
Carmon Griffin at 314.213.6100 extension 8 0 4 0 for more information.  
 
SURVEYING OF STUDENTS, PARENTS and GUARDIANS 
Periodically, students are asked to complete surveys about curriculum, instructional activities, opinions on 
a variety of topics, personal likes or dislikes, personal preferences and activities, etc. Most of these 
surveys are written and used by the school district to evaluate matters significant to our program. 
Sometimes we are asked to administer surveys for other reasons such as a grant-funded program or 
someone's graduate research. The Kirkwood R-7 School District understands that some parents take 
objection to surveys which ask students to respond to questions of a personal nature. For this reason, we 
will notify parents in advance and request permission before any survey is administered which asks for 
personal information. Further, we will limit all requests to only those surveys we deem worthy of the time 
required for completion. 
 

T 
TELEPHONE 
Use of the office telephone should be reserved for emergencies. Student cell phones should be turned 
off and locked in student lockers from 8:00 a.m. to 2:55 p.m. each day. 
 
TEXTBOOKS 
All basic texts are loaned to students for their use during the school year. Textbooks are to be kept 
covered and handled carefully. Students will be charged fines for lost or damaged schoolbooks. 
 
TRANSPORTATION TO AND FROM SCHOOL 
 
Before-School Drop Off:  If you will be bringing your child to school, utilize the north parking lot on the 
north side – closest to The Magic House.  For the safety of our students, the south side of our building is 
reserved for use by our school buses and students who walk.  When you pull into the north parking lot, 
please pull up along the north side of the school and proceed around to the back of the building – the 
east side.  Drop off ONLY on the east side of the building between the drop-off flags.  You may wait in a 
line on the right side of the drive to drop off.  
 
Students should walk on the sidewalk that leads to the back of the building:  
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Grade 6 through the court yard to the cafeteria  
Grade 7 through the north gym entrance to the north gym 
Grade 8 through the science doors to the south gym. 

 
Once your car is between the flags and your child exits your car, you may proceed to the end of the drive.  
Then turn left on School Drive to exit onto Angenette during the drop-off times of 7:45 a.m. to 8:00 a.m.  
Please do NOT stop and drop off your child in the middle of the drive as this may cause traffic to back up 
behind you, resulting in a dangerous situation as cars try to pull into our lot from Kirkwood Road.  Thank 
you ahead of time for your attention to this procedure.  
 
After-School Pick Up:  If you will be picking your child up from school, utilize the north parking lot on the 
north – closest to The Magic House.  For the safety of our students, the south side of our building is 
reserved for use by our school buses and students who walk.  When you pull into the north parking lot, 
please pull up along the north side of the school and proceed around to the back of the building – the 
east side.  You may wait in a line on the right side of the drive to pick up.  Students should walk on the 
sidewalk that runs along the north and east sides of school.  Once you pick up your child, you may pull to 
the left to pass the other waiting cars.  Then, turn left on School Drive to exit onto Angenette during pick-
up times of 2:55 p.m. to 3:10 p.m.  Please do NOT stop and drop off your child in the middle of the drive 
as this may cause traffic to back up behind you, resulting in a dangerous situation as cars try to pull into 
our lot from Kirkwood Road.  Thank you ahead of time for your attention to this procedure.  
 
Bus Expectations:   
Some bus basics include the following: 
 
1. Only students who live 1.5 miles or more away from school or in an area that is designated a 

hazardous route qualify for free transportation to and from school. 
2. Students who do not qualify for bus transportation are NOT permitted to ride the bus to a friend’s 

house. 
3. Any student who misses the bus should come to the office and a call will be made to the parent to 

arrange transportation home. 
4. Parents of students normally riding the bus must notify the teacher in advance when their child is to 

be picked up by a parent or other adult.  Without advance warning, students will be sent home on the 
bus. 

5. Parents must notify the office in writing at least 24 hours in advance if it is necessary for their 
student to ride a bus other than his or her assigned bus, or if the student is to get off at a different 
stop.  This note must be approved by the office and presented to the bus driver.  We will attempt to 
accommodate all requests.  However, because some busses are filled to capacity already, it will not 
always be possible.  Thank you for understanding and working with us.   

 
Nipher Middle School supports bus safety and wishes to assist students as they make positive choices 
before and after school.  Time spent in transit should be viewed as an extension of the school day and 
we try to support children and drivers in their safe transportation.  In accordance with this belief, it is 
important that students face logical consequences for inappropriate choices made while riding the bus.  
Students who make poor choices deserve the opportunity to learn from their mistakes, but it is our 
responsibility to ensure safe transportation for all students.  
 
Students who receive referrals for bus behavior will face consequences consistent with Kirkwood School 
District policy.  These consequences may include suspension from riding the school bus for one or more 
days. 
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V 
 
VISITORS TO NIPHER 
The Kirkwood School District is pleased to announce that we will begin using the Raptor Visitor 
Management System in all our schools to strengthen our program of campus security for students and 
faculty.  Part of keeping students and faculty safe is knowing who is always in our buildings, and the 
Raptor system will allow us to do that.  The Raptor system will better allow us to screen visitors, 
contractors, and volunteers in our schools and provide us with a more secure environment for our 
students and staff.   
 
Upon entering a district building, visitors will be asked to present an ID such as a Driver’s License, which 
can either be scanned or manually entered into the system.  If a parent or guardian for any reason does 
not have a US government-issued ID, the school staff member can use any form of identification and 
manually enter the person’s name into the Raptor system. The Raptor system will check to ensure that 
registered sexual offenders are not entering our school campuses without our knowledge.  The Raptor 
system checks the visitor's name and date of birth for comparison with a national database of registered 
sex offenders.  The registered sex offender database is the only official database checked by the Raptor 
system.  No other data from the ID is gathered or recorded and the information is not shared with any 
outside agency. Once entry is approved, Raptor will issue a badge that identifies the visitor, the date, and 
the purpose of his or her visit.  A visitor’s badge will not be necessary for those who visit our schools 
simply to drop off an item in the office or pick up paperwork.   
 
The safety and security of our students is our highest priority and the Raptor visitor management system 
allows us to quickly identify those that may present a danger to our students.  Thank you in advance for 
your understanding and your support in enhancing the school safety protocols in our district. 
 
VOLUNTEERS AND CHAPERONES 
Kirkwood School District requires volunteers who may work with children without a KSD staff member 
present to participate in a registration process that will include a background check. For complete 
information on the procedures for those who wish to chaperone and or volunteer in our buildings, visit the 
school district’s website.  
While volunteering in a classroom, we suggest: 

1. Remember all information concerning students is strictly confidential and should not be shared 
with others. 

2. Notify the teacher if a student tells you information that could affect his or her health or well-being. 
3. Avoid interrupting teachers while they are teaching.  Questions should be addressed during 

teacher plan time if possible. 
4. Let the teacher handle discipline issues and communicate any behavior problems with the 

teacher. 
5. Leave pre-school children at home so you can spend quality time with your child. 
6. Ask any staff member for help. 
7. Refrain from political or religious preferences. 
8. Absolutely no drugs, alcohol or tobacco are allowed on school property.   

You may wish to explore volunteer opportunities with the Nipher PTO.  More details are available through 
our main office.  Call 314.213.6180 for more information.  


